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Welcome to Interim 2008

Interim, the middle of Birmingham-Southern’s 4-1-4 academic calendar, offers a wide range of unique learning 
opportunities and invites students to become more involved in the learning process. Students develop their potential
for creative activity and independent study by exploring one topic or interest. The focus of the term is experiential
learning, with the intention of enhancing the liberal arts education through hands-on, practical experience and in-
depth, personal knowledge. Students may choose from on-campus projects, independent study or research, study-
travel experiences, and challenging internships.

One Interim project is required for each academic year, and there are no additional tuition charges for full-time 
students. Extracurricular activities such as speakers, field trips, films, and discussion groups are available. First-year
students may travel during January, but they must choose from an established project listed in the Interim Bulletin.
Sophomores, juniors, and seniors may choose from the following options or design their own project under the 
guidance of a BSC faculty sponsor. 

Make the most of your educational experience by taking advantage of the opportunities available during the Interim
term—create, explore, experiment, research, perform, inquire, and more. 

What’s New for 2008

You should take notice of several changes which begin in Interim 2008:

Study Travel Procedures. Several changes have been made which affect Interim study travel.  They include the following:

• All students interested in study travel must complete and sign a form stating their interest in Interim travel. This form
is a way to let the Office of Interim and Contract Learning (OICL) know that you plan to travel during Interim, and
allows the OICL to confirm your eligibility to travel.  For faculty-led travel, this form will be available from the trip
leader.  For independent travel using a Contract, the form is available from the OICL (Munger 102).  This form must be
signed and returned to the trip leader before a student can be placed on a departure list.  

After the OICL receives the form, the student will receive another form with the cost and billing schedule for the trip.
This form must be completed and returned by the indicated date.  Once the student has completed this second form
and made the appropriate deposit to the trip leader, he or she will be considered a participant in that trip and will be
billed by Student Records.  

The default College deadlines for payment for Interim travel are as follows:
Initial deposit to reserve a space with the project:  September 17, 2007
First main payment, usually ½ total trip cost:  October 2, 2007
Complete trip cost:  October 29, 2007.

Students traveling independently for academic credit during Interim are required to participate in a pre-departure 
orientation to international education. Students register for the ¼-unit “Pre-Departure Topics for Study Abroad” course
(IS101B), which will meet weekly beginning Monday, October 15, 2007.  

• In order to register for Interim study-travel, you MUST have a valid passport or have applied for an expedited 
passport by October 2, 2007!

• Release forms are due early again this year. Releases for faculty-led study-travel are due by October 2;  for 
independent contracts the due date is October 9. A signed release form is required before any student may make
main payments for study-travel or be placed on a departure list.

• BSC Travel Policy. All students interested in study travel are expected to read and conform to the travel policy 
statement on page 5.  This applies to students traveling on faculty-led projects as well as those traveling independently.

• Important Dates. See page 6 for a calendar of significant dates related to the Interim term.



3

How to Register for Interim

First-Year Students 
First-year students should fill out preference cards listing their top four choices of Interim projects. They will be placed
in their projects and registered by the Office of Interim and Contract Learning.

I. See your advisor for an Interim Preference Card and Bulletin on Tuesday, October 2, 2007 at the Common Hour. 
II. Return your Preference Card to your advisor no later than Monday, October 8.
III. See your advisor about your Interim placement on Tuesday, October 23, at the Common Hour.
IV. The Office of Interim and Contract Learning will register you for the course in which you have been placed. You

may change courses, subject to project capacity, at any time before Monday, January 7, 2008.  A signed
Change of Registration card submitted to the Office of Interim and Contract Learning is required to change
Interim projects.

V. All projects meet for Interim orientation on Tuesday, November 27, at the Common Hour.
VI. On Thursday, January 3, 2007, all projects meet at 1:00 p.m.

Upper-Division Students
Students are expected to register for only one Interim project during the month of January and to be involved with
that project for at least thirty hours per week for the term. 

I. Prior to Interim Registration on Friday, November 2, 2007, see your advisor to discuss Interim projects and
spring courses. Once you decide on an Interim project, ask your advisor and the project sponsor to sign your
Interim registration form.   Interim Registration forms will be available ON-LINE at http://www.bsc.edu/acade-
mics/int-con/index.htm and in the Interim Office (Munger 102).  Student Records will NOT have these forms.

II. By Friday, November 2, all upper-level students (except those contracting a class for Interim) should turn in a
signed Interim registration card to the Director of Interim (Munger 102).   

III. All projects meet for Interim orientation on Tuesday, November 27, at the Common Hour.
IV. All projects meet the first day of Interim, Thursday, January 3, 2008, at 1:00 p.m.

Drop and Add Policy
All Interim course changes must be made by the third day of Interim, Monday, January 7, 2008. A student cannot drop
a project without a grade of “W” after the third day of Interim. If a student drops after Friday, January 11, a grade of
“F” or “U” will automatically be assigned. The Office of Interim and Contract Learning handles all registration changes
for the Interim term.

4-1-4 Exchange Program
Many colleges with 4-1-4 calendars take part in a BSC exchange program for the January term. Participating schools
include Berea College in Kentucky, Eckerd College in Florida, DePauw University in Indiana, and many more. ‘Southern
students wishing to take an Interim course at an affiliated 4-1-4 college may do so without paying additional tuition.
Likewise, students from affiliated schools may be eligible to attend BSC with a tuition waiver; the normal charges for
room and board apply. The 4-1-4 colleges affiliated with Birmingham-Southern are the following:

Students may examine course listings from participating 4-1-4 colleges linked on the Office of Interim and Contract
Learning’s web page.

Independent Study Contracts
Sophomores, juniors and seniors who wish to engage in independent study may do so through an independent study
contract. Working in close consultation with a faculty sponsor, the student completes the independent study contract.
When approved by the project sponsor, the student’s advisor, and the division chair, the student submits the contract
to the Office of Interim and Contract Learning.  The Interim Committee then notifies the student of any changes
required for the contract to receive approval and be registered.  If the contract is not approved, the student should
register for an Interim project published in the Bulletin.

Augsburg College
Augustana College
Austin College
Berea College
Bethany College
Carthage College
Coe College

DePauw University
Eckerd College
Elmhurst College
Elon University
Erskine College
Graceland University

Gustavus Adolphus
College
Hastings College
Hollins University
LaGrange College
Luther College

Manchester College
Midland Lutheran College
Salem College
St. Olaf College
Whitworth College
Wofford College
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Independent study contracts should meet the academic standards of all Interim projects.  The student
is expected to engage in 120 hours of focused academic activity and to meet the terms of the study
contract: follow the project’s methodology as stated in the study contract, attend all required meet-
ings with the faculty sponsor and submit the final academic product as indicated in the contract.  

Contracts for independent study and internships must be submitted by Tuesday, October 9, 2007. The
study contract form is located at http://www.bsc.edu/academics/int-con/contract.htm.  The Office of
Interim and Contract Learning will register the student for the study-contract; students contracting a
course for Interim do not register on November 2 nor do they need to attend an orientation meeting
on November 27. Examples of completed individualized study contracts may be reviewed at this 
web site. 

NOTE: students who wish to complete internships that fall under the purview of established faculty-
directed projects [e.g. Business (BA 11), Pre-Health (GEN 47), Pre-Engineering (GEN 46), or Pre-Law
(PS 76 )simply register for the project and are not engaged in independent study.

Senior Interim Projects
Many academic disciplines require students to complete a Senior Interim Project in their major. This
project is usually carried out in the senior year, but occasionally students are given permission to com-
plete the senior project in their junior year. To fulfill this requirement, students may either register for
an Interim project offered in their major or contract an independent project with a faculty member in
the major. 

Requirements for Off-Campus Study and Travel
Any student traveling off-campus during Interim, whether for a BSC study-travel project, an independ-
ent study project, or an internship, must complete and sign a release form. For students under 19
years of age, a parent or guardian must sign the release. Release forms are located on the
Interim/Contract Learning section of the BSC website, under “Special Academic Programs”
(http://www.bsc.edu/academics/int-con/release.htm). 

Students participating in faculty-led study-travel projects should return the release form to the project
sponsor by October 2; payments will not be accepted unless accompanied by a signed release. Those
contracting a course off-campus should submit the release form to the Office of Interim and Contract
Learning (Munger 102) no later than Tuesday, October 9, 2007.   

Students traveling internationally will be required to read the State Department’s Consular Information
Sheets and Travel Advisories at http://travel.state.gov. They must also obtain health insurance for cov-
erage overseas. Students should be aware that, given the international situation and health concerns,
there is always the possibility that certain study-travel projects will be canceled or postponed. 



Travel Policy

A modern student is open to modify his or her sense of the world and of him- or herself on the basis of new evidence.
One must be willing to change one’s frame of reference so as to see things from another’s point of view. As our world
becomes increasingly interconnected, study-travel is an important mode of experiential learning, providing broad and
diverse contexts for intellectual and personal growth.  As such, Birmingham-Southern encourages students to inte-
grate a study-travel experience into their academic career by providing the opportunity to study off-campus either
independently or through a study-travel project led by a faculty member. 

Since study-travel is in effect an extension of the physical campus, students studying off-campus are required to con-
form to BSC’s academic and social regulations and policies just as if they were in the classroom or on the campus.
Students who wish to participate in an interim study-travel project should be in good academic and social standing.
BSC requires all students to conform to both US and local laws of the host country when traveling abroad, including
those pertaining to the use of alcohol, controlled substances, prescription medication and public behavior.

Students are expected to follow the directions of the faculty.  Faculty leading study-travel projects may establish addi-
tional policies of academic and social conduct to which students consent when they register for the project.  Failure to
comply with either BSC’s general policies or the policies established by the faculty leading the project can result in
disciplinary action and/or a failing grade for the project.  In extreme circumstances – should the student endanger him-
self or others, or threaten the integrity of the project — and at the discretion of the project’s faculty leader, the student
may be sent home at his or her own expense.

All students who wish to participate in study-travel, either through a faculty-led project or through an independent study
contract, must complete the new “Statement of Interest in Interim Travel-Study” form, and several forms they will
receive after submitting the latter. The forms are available from the faculty leaders of the trip or from the Office of
Interim and Contract Learning. These forms are a prerequisite for any study-travel program as well as for submitting a
contract for independent study-travel.  

Deposits and fees must be paid in a timely manner.  Study-travel projects led by faculty require a deposit early in Fall
semester (on or before September 17 – check with the faculty leader).  THE FIRST MAJOR PAYMENT FOR ALL
STUDY-TRAVEL PROJECTS WILL BE DUE ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2007, and FINAL PAYMENT WILL BE DUE BY
OCTOBER 29, 2007.  Some study-travel projects may have an earlier payment schedule. If an insufficient number of
students express interest in any study-travel project, the College will cancel it before November 1st, 2007.  Students
who elect to withdraw from a study-travel project after October 8th may not receive a full refund.

Limited financial support is available through Interim Travel Scholarships.  Applications for scholarships are due on
Monday, September 17th , 2007.   

In order to participate in study-travel, students:

1. MUST be in good academic and social standing at the College.
2. MUST submit the appropriate forms no later than October 2, 2007.

If accepted to participate, students must:

1. make deposit payments according to the project’s payment schedule.
2. register for the study-travel project at registration, or submit an independent study contract.
3. sign the College’s standard release form applicable to the travel under consideration.
4. obtain BSC’s supplemental travel insurance as discussed below.

Failure to comply with these requirements will result in the student being rejected for or removed from the project,
regardless of whether he or she has paid a deposit or registered for the project.

Any student who wishes to study off-campus for Interim 2008 must complete the required forms and submit the
appropriate release form to the study-travel faculty by October 2, 2007.  Students traveling independently must com-
plete the travel forms and submit the release form with the completed contract by October 9, 2007. Students studying
outside the United States during Interim term must carry BSC’s supplemental travel insurance.  

5
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Interim Travel Awards
Through the Student Government Association, funds are available for Interim travel awards for sophomores,
juniors, and seniors who will be engaged in domestic or international study. Preference is given to appli-
cants with financial need and to those applicants whose Interim plans exhibit a strong academic compo-
nent. Interim and Contract Learning Committee and SGA representatives determine the recipients of the
travel awards.

Applications are available on the Interim/Contract Learning page of the BSC website, under “Interim Travel
Awards”: http://www.bsc.edu/academics/int-con/forms/trav_application.pdf

Completed applications must be delivered to the Office of Interim and Contract Learning, Munger 102, by
Monday, September 17, 2007. Students requesting funds for independent projects must submit a complet-
ed contract approved by the pertinent faculty. 

In addition, the Koinonia Scholarship provides financial support for a student or group of students to con-
tract an interim project concentrating on service issues in the global community. Applications are due by
Friday, September 21, 2007 in the Office of Interim and Contract learning; they will be available from the
SGA office and at http://www.bsc.edu/academics/int-con/forms/Koinonia%20Application.pdf.

Important Dates

Monday, September 17 • Initial study-travel deposits due to faculty leaders.
• Travel award applications due to the Office of Interim 

and Contract Learning
Friday, September 21 • Koinonia applications due to the Office of Interim and Contract Learning
Tuesday, October 2 • Freshmen meet with advisors during Common Hour to receive 

Interim Preference Cards
• First main payment due for all study-travel projects
• Release forms for study-travel projects due to the project’s faculty leader

Monday, October 8 • Freshmen turn in Interim Preference cards to advisor; late cards 
receive lower priority

Tuesday, October 9 • Interim contracts due in the Office of Interim and Contract Learning
• Release forms for Interim contracts due to the Office of Interim and 

Contract Learning
Tuesday, October 23 • Freshmen meet with advisors during Common Hour to receive assigned 

Interim project
Friday, November 2 • Registration for upper-division students for Interim
Tuesday, November 27 • Interim project orientation meetings during the Common Hour 
Wednesday, January 2 • Residence halls open at noon
Thursday, January 3 • First day of Interim.  All Interim projects meet at 1:00 p.m.
Monday, January 7 • Last day to drop without a grade or to add an Interim project
Monday, January 14 • Last day to drop a project with a grade of “W”
Monday, January 21 • Martin Luther King, Jr., Day (no classes)
Thursday, January 31 • Last day of Interim
Fri. Feb. 1 – Sun., Feb. 3 • Winter Break
Thursday, February 7 • Professors report Interim grades 
Tuesday, February 12 • Grades available on TheSIS
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Interim Photography Contest

Take that camera and record your Interim experiences on film—
you could win a cash prize and a place on the cover
of the 2009 Interim Bulletin!

Here are the rules: Contestants must be students of Birmingham-Southern College and have taken the photographs
themselves. The subject of the photographs must be the Interim 2008 project in which the student is enrolled. 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF BOTH ON- AND OFF-CAMPUS PROJECTS ARE WELCOME!  Up to five photographs may be
entered per student. Electronic submissions (via email) are preferred, but photographic prints are welcome.  Entries
must include the photograph’s title, location, Interim project, student’s name, student ID, telephone number, and 
campus box number.  Entries must be received by the Office of Interim and Contract Learning (eblum@bsc.edu,
Munger 102, or Box 549001) by Friday, February 22, 2008. Entrants in the contest consent to allow their photographs
to be reproduced in the 2009 Interim Bulletin.  

Photo Credits for the 2008 Bulletin

Front Cover:
Neal NeSmith, Scaling the Tetons, Teton Range, Wyoming (Independent Contract – 

Backcountry Skiing:  National Outdoor Leadership School)

Inside Front Cover (clockwise from top left):
Kris Sornsin, Twilight in the Dome of the Reichstag, Berlin (Democratization in Eastern Europe)
Nico Arcienegas, Navigating CanalBeagle, Canal Beagle, Ushuaia, Argentina (Buenos Aires: 

A City That Foreshadows All Others)
Molly Brey, Washing Dishes, Malawi (Independent Contract – HIV Education in Rural Malawi)
Bryan Barnhill, Jumping on Lion’s Head in Cape Town, Cape Town, South Africa (Independent Contract 

during Study Abroad)

Inside Back Cover (clockwise from top left):
Boyd Partridge, Nature’s Balcony, The Palisades, Oneonta, AL (Learning Through Rock Climbing: 

Cliff Ecology and Conservation)
Amanda Church, Space Needle, Seattle, WA (Discovering the Pacific Northwest)
Anna Dumas, Fin Butterfly Fish, Roatan, Honduras (Coral Reef Ecology)
Caitlin Gordon, Medical Clinic, Managua, Nicaragua (Independent Contract)

Back cover (clockwise from top left): 
Kris Sornsin, Auschwitz Fence, Oswiecim, Poland (Democratization in Eastern Europe)
Anne McIntyre, Pico Bonito Waterfall, La Ceiba, Honduras (Coral Reef Ecology)
Allison Thompson, Pienza Wall, Pienza, Italy (Renaissance and Classical Italy)

Questions about interim?
Contact the Office of Interim 

and Contract Learning

Elizabeth Blum, Director
Munger 102
tel. 205-226-4647
eblum@bsc.edu
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Interim 2008 Projects

Course # Faculty Course Title Category Open To
AC 01 Sudderth Senior Project in Accounting Seniors 
AR 02 Neel The Artistic Voice: Making Visual Political Statements All w/ Prereq.
AR 03 Shook Drawing Through the Silkscreen All
AR 04 Venz Let Me Show You a Story: A Peek into Photojournalism All
AR 05 Spivey Self-Portraiture with Collage 1-Y All
AR 06 Shelton Virtual New York: A Cultural Phenomenon All
ARH 07 Smith, T./ A Tale of Two Cities:  The Museums and Monuments

Spies of London and ParisTravel, All
BI 08 Biology Directed Research in Biology Seniors

Faculty
BI 09 Domcekova/ Exploring the Galapagos Islands Travel All

Gibbons
BI 10 Duncan Field Ornithology All
BA 11 Cockrell Internship in Business Soph - Juniors
BA 12 Robicheaux/ Senior Capstone in Business Seniors

Chew
BA 13 
= EH 30 Craft/Cowan Examining Media Bias All
CH 14 Stultz Guided Inquiry Laboratory Development All
CH 15 Stultz/Stanton Research in Chemistry Soph - Seniors
CH 16 
= PH 76 Stanton Microelectronics Soph - Seniors
CL 17 
=EH 29 Pezzillo/ Classical and Renaissance Italy Travel All

McInturff
CS 18 Patterson Building Dynamic Web Applications Fresh – Juniors
CS 19 Cameron Lights, Camera, Action, Compute!! All
CS 20 Turner, R. Senior Experience in Computer Science Seniors
DA 21 Henry/ The Aspects of Dance Upper level

Popovich 
EC 22 Cleveland Personal Finance All
EC 23 Cleveland/ Senior Project in Economics Seniors

Rossman
ED 24 Moore/ Exploring Teaching in Elementary Schools Fresh - Juniors

Russell
ED 25 Turner, M.J. Exploring Teaching in Secondary Schools Fresh - Juniors
ED 26 McCorquodale/ Internship in Collaborative Teaching

Standifer
ED 27 Bruess Senior Project in Educational Services Seniors
EH 28 Clevenger Charmed: Witches and Witchcraft in American Literature 1-Y Freshmen Only
EH 29 and Culture
= CL 17 McInturff/ Classical and Renaissance Italy Travel All

Pezzillo
EH 30 
= BA 13 Cowan/Craft Examining Media Bias All
EH 31 Ullrich Exploring the World of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s All

This Side of Paradise
EH 32 Smith, G. The Female Protagonist in Literature and Film All
EH 33 Sprayberry Literary and Literal Ireland Travel All
EH 34 Archer The Novels of William Faulkner All
GEN 35 Dorman/ Archaeoastronomy in the Maya Ruins of Mexico Travel All

Van Zandt and Guatemala
GEN 36 King Basic Italian for Musicians and Everyone Else All
GEN 37 Jackson/ Costa Rica: Sustainability, Spirituality, & Service Travel All

Brasher
GEN 38 Taylor Criminal Law: An Overview All
GEN 39 Mason The Fear to Create All
GEN 40 Levey The “Holocaust” in European Cinema All
GEN 41 Pontius Interim at Sea Travel All
GEN 42 Bruess Issues in Human Sexuality All



Course # Faculty Course Title Category Open To
GEN 43 Gannon Martial Arts: Philosophy and Practice All
GEN 44 Leary-Warsaw Performing Arts Study at the Accademia Travel All

dell’Arte, Arezzo, Italy
GEN 45 Rossman/Black Poverty in America: An Examination of Policies All

and Attitudes toward Low-Income Families in America
GEN 46 Riley Pre-Engineering Internship Soph - Juniors
GEN 47 Runquist Pre-Health Internship Soph - Seniors
GEN 48 Smith, D. Ready for Takeoff: an Introduction to Flight All*
GEN 49 Andersen/ Service-Learning in India Travel, All* 

Doughton Service-Learning
GEN 50 Goodrick/Harper/ Service-Learning in San Francisco Travel, All*

Hoover Service-Learning
GEN 51 Roth-Burnette Women’s Hushed Voices in the History of Western Music All
HI 52 Hubbs Abraham Lincoln: A Life and Legend 1-Y Freshmen Only
HI 53 Ott Colonial Society: Fact or Fiction All
HI 54 Law The Nazi-Soviet War, 1941-45 All
HON 55 Hagen Vampires from Folklore to Television Honors 

students
MA 56 Eddings Chance:  Probability and Statistics in the News 1-Y Freshmen Only
MA 57 Riley Games of Strategy and  Chance All
MA 58 Mullins Senior Project in Math Junior - Seniors
MFL: FR 59 Norrell Senior Project in French Seniors
MFL: SN 60 Ramos Proyecto Hermandad: An Immersion All

de Harthun into Local Hispanic Communities
MFL: SN 61 Domecova/ Senior Project in Spanish Seniors

Ramos 
de Harthun/
Spencer

MFL: SN 62 Spencer Spanish for Health Professionals All
MFL: SN 63 Lewis ¡Y Ahora a Hablar! All
MU 64 Hooten Beginning Band All
MU 65 DeVan Beginning Piano All
MU 66 Cook Music and Science Fiction 1-Y Freshmen Only
MU/MS 67 Hindman Music Notation with Finale All
MU 68 Cook Performance Practicum in Organ All 
MU 69 DeVan Performance Practicum in Piano All
MU 70 Allen Preparation for Opera Performance Voice 

Students/Audition
PL 71 Hendley Imagine No Religion
PL 72 Myers Philosophy and Film 1-Y Freshmen Only
PH 73 Rupright Energy and the Environment 1-Y Freshmen Only
PH 74
=CH 16 Stanton Microelectronics
PS 75 Davis/ Internship in Politics and Government Soph– Seniors

Gawronski
PS 76 Davis Pre-law Internship Soph– Seniors
PS 77 Gawronski Volunteer in Guatemala! An Experiential Learning Interim Travel All
PY 78 Meggers Gender in American Pop Culture All
PY 79 Pitts Psychology in Cinema All
PY 80 Trench/Witte Psychology of Stress All
PY 81 McCallum The Social Psychology of Personal Relationships All
RE 82 Cottrill The Bible in Contemporary Culture All
SO 83 Dalto Prisons in Alabama Soph– Seniors
SO 84 Dalto Senior Project in Sociology Seniors
SO 85 Weaver Urban Cultures: Exploring the Ethnography of the City All
THA 86 Litsey/Mielke Theatre Performance Ensemble: Winter Rep As cast

*Interim Service-Learning teams are selected spring term of the preceding year.
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Project Descriptions

Accounting

AC 01
SENIOR PROJECT IN ACCOUNTING
Tara Sudderth

Prerequisites: 3.0 Minimum GPA, Completion of 
All General Education 
Requirements, and Consent

Open To: Seniors
Grading System: Letter 
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: DHAR

This project provides the student with an opportunity to
obtain work experience in professional settings through
an internship in the student’s area of interest or engage in
an extensive accounting project.  The student may select
one of three options: (1) a full-time internship during the
Interim term and part-time during the first half of the
spring semester, (2) a full-time both during the Interim
term and the first half of the spring semester or (3) an in-
depth study project.  Students engaging in an internship
will be required to submit a reflective journal of their daily
work activities, weekly reports, a reflective paper, and a
poster presentation.  In addition, students will read and
summarize five professional journal articles pertaining to
the internship.  

The election of Option (3), the study project, will include
a study of  recent accounting developments, extensions
of accounting concepts, and exploring basic business
systems, including the integration of several business
functions, such as accounting, finance, marketing and
management.  The project selection will result in an
intense study, project report or business plan, and
presentation.  

Students selecting option (2) must take AC 485, the
Accounting Pro-Seminar, which is offered during the
second half of the spring semester.  The pro-seminar will
focus on bringing internship experiences into a more
formal, academic context.

NOTE: Interested students must see the internship
coordinator AT LEAST ONE MONTH BEFORE INTERIM
REGISTRATION in November. Students may not intern in
organizations owned by a relative nor in those where they
have been previously, or currently, employed.

Art

AR 02
THE ARTISTIC VOICE: Making Political Statements
Jim Neel

Prerequisites: Experience with Adobe 
Photoshop, AR111, AR150

Open To: All w/ prerequisites
Grading System: Letter 
Max. Enrollment: 10
Meeting Time: M-Th 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Artists are players in a continuum of inquiry that
evolves, but is always essentially political in nature. Art is
a function of culture; it is a basic human function that
continues to adapt and change and direct the culture
within which it exists. Being an artist comes with
responsibility, and, while artists may produce the objects
of art in the seclusion of their studio, they are bound by
their role as artist to participate in the larger significance
of contemporary art and contemporary culture.

Using the basic collage functions of Adobe Photoshop,
and similar software, and the Art Historical foundation of
European and American political art, students will create a
series of art works that comment upon the social issues
of contemporary culture.

First-Year
Foundations
Project

Service-
Learning
Project

Travel
Course

1Y
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AR 03
DRAWING THROUGH THE SILKSCREEN
Kevin Shook

Prerequisites: AR104, 111, or 150
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 10
Meeting Time: M-Th 10:00 AM-12:00 PM

In this course you will be introduced to basic Water-
Based Screenprinting including: hand-cut stencils,
drawing fluid, crayon resist, and water-based pastel
transfer techniques.  The class will utilize the various
techniques in creating drawing based printed editions
relevant to the assignments.  Through the assigned
projects and processes there will be an emphasis in
developing individual competency both conceptually and
technically.  Developing the students’ awareness of
his/her creative potential and explore the relationship
between technical and aesthetic consideration in
Printmaking. Students are required to work outside of
class to fulfill a 40 hours a week schedule.  Class time will
be utilized to demonstrate new techniques, group
critiques, and individual technical instruction.  Grade will
be based on a final portfolio.

AR 04
LET ME SHOW YOU A STORY: 
A PEEK INTO PHOTOJOURNALISM
Pamela Venz

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: MWF 9:00 AM-12:00 PM

With the click of a button, can you tell a story, and if
you can, would it be worth telling?  This course will
investigate the history and cultural role of photojournalism
as well as the techniques used by photographers to
capture the stories of the day.  The course will be include
traditional lectures and readings associated with the
history of photojournalism, discussion and debate, a trip
to the Birmingham News and actual picture taking.
Students are required to have a camera but no previous
experience will be necessary.  SLR cameras, either 35mm
or digital, are the best option but any camera well do.
Technical demonstrations and discussions will focus on
equipment and its impact on imagery.  The class will
meet Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 until
12:00.  Students will be working everyday, including
weekends.  Students will be responsible for one research
paper, a portfolio of images, approximately 20 4”x6”
un-mounted prints and 7 mounted 8”x10” digital prints.   

AR 05
SELF-PORTRAITURE WITH COLLAGE
Bud Spivey

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  First-year Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 12
Meeting Time: M-Th 10:00 AM-1:00 PM

This course explores self-portraiture with a collage
technique.  Students will collect imagery with a digital
camera that conceptually solves various visual problems.
The imagery will be differentiated according to its visual
and metaphorical elements and used in modeling the
student’s portraits.  Students are expected to work 40
hours per week which includes time outside of class.
Evaluation will be based on image solutions to the
problems, the final product, the time spent on practice
and attendance.    

AR 06
VIRTUAL NEW YORK: 
A CULTURAL PHENOMENON
Bob Shelton

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Option
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: T-F   1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

This comprehensive study of the world’s greatest
and most fascinating city will include a detailed history,
analysis of existing structures and venues, and an inside
look through actual experiences and characters from the
instructor’s travels there.  After an introduction to the
development of the city’s unique status, each of its
boroughs and neighborhoods will be explored through
numerous visual means, most notably a ten-foot map as a
guide.  The latter will serve additionally as a ‘game board’
with the afore-mentioned as ‘tokens’ from a shared
‘diary’.  Areas covered include architecture, the arts,
entertainment and food, modes of transportation, and
suggested strategies.  The course will furnish the
occasional New York visitor with enough material to be an
‘expert’, while it should prove invaluable to the novice.
Students will be furnished handouts and are required to
keep a detailed notebook and share in group discussion.
We will meet four days a week for three hours each day.
In 2009, experience New York and Boston with
Professors Kevin Shook and Steve Cole:  Please see the
2009 Advance Notices section for a description of “New
York – Boston:  A Visual and Performing Arts Experience”.  

1Y
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ARH 07
A TALE OF TWO CITIES:
THE MUSEUMS AND 
MONUMENTS OF LONDON
AND PARIS
Kathleen Spies and Timothy Smith

Prerequisites: None
Open To: All
Grading System: S/U 
Max. Enrollment: 20
Meeting Time: Daily, with morning 

and afternoon sessions

This Interim provides students a chance to explore
the major museums, collections, and architectural
monuments of two of Western Europe’s culturally-rich
centers, London and Paris.  After preparatory meetings in
Birmingham, we will spend a full two weeks examining in
person a wide range of art and architecture spanning pre-
historic times through the current day, focusing on a
single period, movement or theme at each stop.   The
London itinerary will include the British Museum, National
Gallery, the Tate Modern, Westminster Abbey, and the
Houses of Parliament.  The Paris itinerary will include the
Louvre, the Musèe d’Orsay, the Pompidou Center, Notre
Dame, and Sainte Chapelle.  Estimated cost:  $3,375.

Biology

BI 08
DIRECTED RESEARCH IN BIOLOGY
Biology Faculty

Prerequisites: BI 470
Open To:  Seniors
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 25
Meeting Time: All day, every day

Students who have completed BI 470 can fulfill their
senior research requirement during the interim term
either on campus or at an off-campus location.  Students
must have already produced a research proposal in BI 470
and will devote the full interim term to carrying out the
research project they have proposed.  To complete their
senior research they will produce a thesis in formal
research style presenting the experimental results and
analysis to a committee of 3 faculty members for grading
and make an oral presentation of their research results
and analysis to the department and the college
community at the Senior Conference.  

BI 09
EXPLORING THE 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS:
WILDLIFE, ECOLOGY, 
& CONSERVATION
Megan Gibbons and Barbara Domcekova

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 18
Meeting Time: On Campus: M-F 9 - 12 or 2:30  
In Galapagos: Daily

This project will focus on the study of the ecology,
wildlife, and conservation of the Galapagos Islands in
Ecuador. We will spend the first 7-10 days on campus
(meeting daily from 9-12, and some days until 2:30 pm)
studying the history and ecology of the islands, while
introducing students to numerous species that exist
nowhere else in the world.  On-campus activities will
include lectures, movies, guest speakers, and discussion
sessions.  We will then fly to Ecuador, where we will
spend the next 10 days seeing Ecuadorian sites (Quito,
Otavalo, Guayaquil) and touring the Galapagos Islands on
a private yacht.  Grades will be based on a) completion of
reading assignments, b) one written exam, c) a natural
history journal, and d) a personal journal maintained
during the trip.  Spanish proficiency is helpful, but not
required.  Estimated cost: $5500 (includes airfare and
most meals).  For more information, see the project
website: http://panther.bsc.edu/~mgibbons/
galapagos.htm 

BI 10
FIELD ORNITHOLOGY
Scot Duncan

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All 
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: MW 7:30 AM – 5:00 PM

TTh 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM + 
some weekend field trips 

Explore the forests, lakes, rivers, fields and coast of
Alabama while tracking down and studying Alabama’s
birdlife.  Much of the course will be spent outdoors
finding, identifying, and studying different species of
birds.  No experience necessary – this course is designed
for beginners!  We will visit local birding hotspots, but
also Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge, Cahaba River
National Wildlife Refuge, and Talladega National Forest, as
well as Dauphin Island to study coastal birds.  Some
indoor lab time will be spent learning about bird ecology,
behavior, anatomy and physiology, and other bizarre
attributes of birds.  Field trips will occasionally involve
hiking in rough terrain and being outdoors in cold
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weather.  Grades are based on attendance, participation,
field notebooks, and exams.   Students are encouraged
to provide their own binoculars, but binoculars will be
available for check-out.  Weekend trips will include one
overnight trip (all day Friday and Saturday) to Dauphin
Island and two Saturday trips, one of which will coincide
with a Birmingham Audubon Society field trip.  Estimated
student fees: $100.00.

Business

BA 11
INTERNSHIP IN A BUSINESS ORGANIZATION
Susan Cockrell

Prerequisites: Permission of Instructor
Open To:  Sophomores and Juniors
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: M-F 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

This project provides the student with an opportunity to
obtain full-time work experience in an organizational
setting through an internship in the student’s area of
interest. Students will be required to complete a reflective
journal of their daily work activities, weekly reports, a
reflective paper, and a professional oral presentation.
In addition, students will read and summarize five
professional journal articles pertaining to the internship.
The reflective paper should document lessons learned
about the workplace, which in addition to subject/
discipline knowledge, include professional responsibility,
ethical issues, teamwork, decision making, career
opportunities, and the economic issues facing the
organization.  Students will prepare poster displays about
their internships to be discussed and critiqued by fellow
students and division faculty.

NOTE: Interested students must contact the internship
coordinator, Dr. Cockrell, during the month of October,
prior to Interim registration. Students may not intern in
organizations owned by a relative nor in those where they
have been previously, or are currently, employed.

BA 12
SENIOR CAPSTONE IN BUSINESS
Sara Robicheaux and Byron Chew

Prerequisites: Consent of Sara Robicheaux
Open To:  Senior Majors upon approval 

of instructors
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: None
Meeting Time: TBA

The Senior Capstone project is designed for graduating
seniors majoring in business.  The course will integrate
the functional areas of business while stressing the
formation and implementation of business strategies.

The project design is intended to enhance the students’
ability to recognize information patterns, which will make
them more effective financial consultants, accountants,
and organizational leaders.  In particular, readings and
case analyses are used to illustrate various types of
business risk and components of financial and managerial
relationships.  Students will develop effective arguments
related to business scenarios so that their recommen-
dations will be clear and persuasive.

The project will meet throughout the term.  The class
schedule showing meeting times will be distributed at the
mandatory orientation meeting in the fall.   The professors
involved in this project will, at times, address the class
individually, but generally the class will be team-taught.

BA 13 (EH 30)
EXAMINING MEDIA BIAS 
Tynes Cowan and Stephen Craft

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 20
Meeting Time: MWF 9:00 AM-12:00 PM

Today, most Americans assume that the news media is
essentially biased.  Conservatives complain of liberal
reporters, while liberals decry the influence corporate
owners have on their news divisions.

In this project, students will learn about the role
corporations play in the dissemination of news,
understand the current debates over bias in the media
from both conservative and liberal perspectives, and
conduct their own studies to determine the nature and
degree of bias in various forms of journalistic media.

In addition to readings from the field of marketing/
public relations and communications theory, students will
be required to monitor several media outlets on a daily
basis.  The class will take the form of lectures and
discussions.  Grades will be based upon student
participation and a  10-page research paper.
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Chemistry

CH 14
GUIDED INQUIRY LABORATORY 
DEVELOPMENT
Laura Stultz

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 14
Meeting Time: M-F  9:00-11:00 AM 

and 1:00-3:00 PM

In this course students will learn important concepts
associated with inquiry-based learning and develop a
series of laboratory activities using this approach.  During
the first half of the course, students will participate in a
series of laboratory projects and discuss the pedagogical
concepts of inquiry learning and how it differs from more
traditional approaches.  After extensive research and
reading on inquiry-based learning, the students will devel-
op a series of hands-on exercises for local middle school
students.  During the second half of the course, BSC stu-
dents will partner with local science teachers to provide
inquiry learning activities for the classroom.  Participants
will meet with teachers on a regular basis to discuss the
outcomes of the activities and how they can be modified
to better meet the needs of the middle school students.
Students will keep a laboratory notebook/daily journal to
document their activities and at the end of the course will
develop a web site for middle school science teachers
that details the hands-on activities they have developed.
Science majors may choose to develop new inquiry based
experiments for General Chemistry.  This course is
appropriate for both education majors (secondary,
elementary, or collaborative) and science majors.  Seniors
who are using this course to fulfill their requirement for
CH499 must also write a 15-20 page paper in the style of
a Journal of Chemical Education that discusses inquiry-
based learning and describes in detail the experiments
they have developed.  On days we are working in the
schools we will meet from 8:00am-3:00pm.

CH 15
RESEARCH IN CHEMISTRY
Laura Stultz and Clyde Stanton

Prerequisites: Consent and CH 122 or CH 149
Open To:  Sophomores-Seniors
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 8
Meeting Time: M-F   9:00 AM-5:00 PM

In this project, students will have an intensive research
experience in the area of analytical, inorganic, organic, or
physical chemistry.  Research projects are available in a
variety of areas including ruthenium anti-cancer drugs,
carbohydrate-based enzyme inhibitors, and spectroscopic
and molecular modeling of inorganic and biological
systems.  Students will receive training in various
synthetic techniques and will also gain experience using
a variety of the departmental instruments, including the
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrometer, UV-
visible spectrometer, infrared spectrometer, electro-
chemistry, and molecular modeling.  Students will spend
40 hours per week in the laboratory and will meet twice
weekly as a group to present results and discuss the
chemical literature.  Students will maintain a laboratory
notebook, turn in weekly written updates, and report their
final results in a paper of eight to ten pages, written in the
format of a scientific journal article.  For senior project
credit, students will present their results to the college
community as part of the Science and Mathematics
Senior Conference.

CH 16 (PH 76)
MICROELECTRONICS
Clyde Stanton

Prerequisites: MA231 or equivalent
Open To:  Sophomores-Seniors
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 12
Meeting Time: M-F  9:00-12:00 AM;1:30-4:30 PM

This project will introduce students to the theory and
operation of modern microelectronics.  The project will
consist mostly of hands-on laboratory work supple-
mented with assigned readings and homework
assignments.  The basis of the course is an introduction
to analog and digital circuits developed from the basic
components of electronics including power sources,
resistors, capacitors, transistors, and integrated circuit (IC)
chips.  The daily schedule will include three hours of
structured lecture and laboratory in the morning plus
three hours of structured and unstructured laboratory
work in the afternoons.  Student will be graded on
homework assignments, structured laboratory exercises,
and an independent laboratory project developed by the
student.   Enrollment is limited to a maximum of two
students per laboratory equipment setup.  

NOTE:  The estimated cost of laboratory manuals and
supplies is $60.00.
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CL 17 (EH 29)
CLASSICAL AND 
RENAISSANCE ITALY: THE MAJOR CITIES AND
THE PLACES IN BETWEEN
Samuel Pezzillo and Michael McInturff

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment:  26
Meeting Time: M-S  8:00 AM – 8:00 PM

After a series of orientation sessions early in the
Interim, this three-week travel-study experience will visit
major cultural and historical sites in Italy. We will examine
the world of the ancient Romans and Etruscans. We will
explore the foundations of modern Europe in medieval
and Renaissance Italy. We will focus in particular on how
urban civilization is manifested in intellectual and artistic
products- works of literature and art; public spaces and
architecture, the church and the kitchen. We will be
based in Rome, Florence, and Venice. We will visit
Pompeii, Orvieto, Padua, Pienza, Pisa, Vicenza, and other
areas. Evaluation: Students will prepare academic docent
topics for group presentation at appropriate times. For
seniors in Classics or English, a substantial paper and
presentation will be required. Estimated cost: $4585.00

“Vulgus vult decipi” – Attributed to Petronius

Computer Science

CS 18
BUILDING DYNAMIC WEB APPLICATIONS
Lewis Patterson

Prerequisites: CS 250
Open To:  Freshman, Sophomores, 

and Juniors
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 10
Meeting Time: MWF  10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Web pages are no longer  simple static displays of text.
A mouse click can change a data table or the entire page.
This project will focus on the use of Java and JavaScript
as languages for building such pages.  Tools such a AJAX
will be used to provide instant access to remote 
information such as a relation database.  Dynamic 
content will be generated using servlets, JSP, and 
template engines.  Evaluation will be based on 
programming projects and weekly tests.  In addition,
team designed projects will be evaluated.  Each team

must make an Honors Day presentation that explains their
web site and the technology involved.

CS 19
LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION….COMPUTE!
Marietta Cameron

Prerequisites: CS 170 or CS 171
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 26
Meeting Time: M-F  9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Would you like to be involved in making a 3D
animation similar to DreamWorks’ Shrek?  Then join us in
our goal to produce a quality 10-15 minute animation.
The structure of this project will be that of an industry
group collaborating together to complete a film. Each
participant will have a job title and specific duties. Job
titles include a director, scriptwriters, storyboard artists,
lighting technicians, 3D modelers, texture experts,
animators, sound specialists. The animation tool we will
use is Cinema 4D.  Each participant will be required to
learn those features of this software package that are
applicable to his/her position on our animation team.
The instructor will conduct workshops describing various
techniques and ideas used at different stages of the
animation process.  The entire Interim group will present
the completed project formally to the campus community.
Grading will be based on the individual’s fulfillment of the
duties assigned, attendance of all group and subgroup
meetings, participation in workshops related to his/her
duties, peer evaluation, and final project presentation.

NOTE:  Students who do not attend the November
orientation meeting will be dropped from the roster of
this interim. 

CS 20
SENIOR EXPERIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Rick Turner

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  Senior CS or CS/MA majors
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: MWF  Time: TBA

For this senior experience in computer science,
students will reexamine all of the major areas of the field
with the goal of integrating the various topics and
becoming more knowledgeable in one of them. The
topics to be covered include software engineering,
computer architecture, operating systems, automata, data
communications, artificial intelligence, database systems,
computer graphics, and programming languages.
Students will be expected to select one of these sub-
disciplines and do research as preparation for the senior
conference. Students will give presentations to the group.
The presentations will serve as review for the senior
exam to be taken during the spring term.

15
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Dance

DA 21
THE ASPECTS OF DANCE
Ruth Henry and Mira Popovich

Prerequisites: Consent
Open To:  Upper level Dance Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 30
Meeting Time: M-F  9:00 AM – 4:00 PM, variable

This project is offered to broaden the horizons of
dance students and their understanding of aspects of
dance as a performing arts form.  Students meet
Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with the
daily schedule varying from week to week, studying
ballet, nutrition, pilates, yoga, acting, character dance,
music for dance, anatomy and injury prevention, and
rehearsals.  Participation one weekend in the Alabama
Dance Festival is required.  Evaluation will be based on
attendance, test scores, a daily journal, and a final
comprehensive overview of the material presented.
The senior project component will consist of
coordination and/or choreography for the Student
Choreography Workshop, which will continue into the
spring semester.  NOTE:  Students enrolled in this
project must register for DA 210 in the Spring term.  

Economics

EC 22
PERSONAL FINANCE
Paul Cleveland

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: M-Th  9:30 – 11:30 AM

Students in personal finance will learn the basic
tools of personal financial planning and put together
their own initial plan. During class times the tools of
personal finance will be developed through lectures
and by way of a variety of visiting experts who will
speak to the class on a variety of topics ranging from
banking and insurance to automotive and real estate
purchases. Students will supplement this by
completing exercises in the context of interactive soft-
ware. Finally, students will complete the research nec-
essary to craft their own financial plans. The grade will
be determined by regular class attendance and the
successful completion of all assignments.

EC 23
SENIOR PROJECT IN ECONOMICS
Paul Cleveland and Kathleen Greer Rossmann

Prerequisites: Economics Majors
Open To: Seniors
Grading System: Letter Grade
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: DHAR

Students will complete an independent research
project under the supervision of an economics faculty
member. Each student will develop a detailed
proposal, including scope of project, type and variety
of resources, and project deadlines. The project will
result in a research paper of significant length (20 to
30 pages) and substance and will require students to
utilize their accumulated knowledge and analytical
tools in economics. Students will make oral
presentations of their research to the economics
faculty, students, and guests. In addition, each student
is required to take the senior assessment exam. 

Students will meet regularly in a seminar to discuss
research methods and individually to discuss progress
on their research projects. Evaluation will be based on
the quality of the paper, the quality of the oral
presentation, periodic progress reports, and
performance on the senior assessment exam. 

NOTE: Students must meet with the faculty spon-
sor early in the fall semester to begin the development
of a research proposal.

Education

ED 24
EXPLORING TEACHING IN ELEMENTARY
SCHOOLS
Eileen Moore and Kelly Russell

Prerequisites: None
Open To: First-Year Students, 

Sophomores, and Juniors
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 20
Meeting Time: DHAR

This project will take place partly in a public school
classroom and partly in a special education resource
room in the Birmingham-Southern College area. As
the student works as a teacher’s aide in the
classroom, he or she will closely observe teachers and
children in the teaching and learning environment.
Birmingham-Southern students should develop an
understanding of elementary children while interacting
with them in the classroom. Evaluation will be based
on the cooperating teacher’s assessment of
performance, a journal of observations and
interactions, attendance, selected readings, and



participation in weekly seminars. Total time required is
35 hours per week.  NOTE: Students must attend the
scheduled Interim orientation meeting in November
and the meeting on the first day of Interim in order to
be prepared for the in-school assignment.

ED 25
EXPLORING TEACHING IN SECONDARY
SCHOOLS 
Mary Jane Turner

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  Freshmen-Juniors
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: M-F  8:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

in local 6-12 grade classrooms

This project is designed for students who wish to
explore their interest and skills in teaching high school
or middle school. The project will meet daily in a
public school classroom where students will observe
and assist the classroom teacher in appropriate ways.
Evaluation will be based on the cooperating teacher’s
assessment of performance, weekly assignments,
attendance, selected readings, and participation in
seminars. Total time required is 35 hours per week.
NOTE: Students must attend two scheduled meetings
before Interim for orientation and assignments.

ED 26
INTERNSHIP IN COLLABORATIVE TEACHING
Gwenyth McCorquodale and Carol Standifer

Prerequisites: Teacher Education Program
Open To:  Seniors
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: DHAR

The senior project in collaborative education
involves full-time assignment to a resource classroom
for four weeks under the joint supervision of a certified
teacher and two college supervisors.  Interns will
design, plan, and implement coordinated learning
experiences for children with special needs.  They will
also attend regular seminars, engage in independent
conferences and participate in the development of
individualized educational programs.  Students will
keep a daily reflective journal and prepare a notebook
that includes observations and school-related
information.  Evaluation will be based on successful
completion of these components.   

ED 27
SENIOR PROJECT IN EDUCATIONAL 
SERVICES
Clint Bruess

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  Seniors in Educational 

Services Program
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 10
Meeting Time: M  1:00 PM – 3:00 PM

In this project, each student will choose a research
project, focusing on a special topic related to
education activities in a variety of possible settings.
Students are encouraged to seek topics on their own,
but to discuss them with the instructor as soon as
possible—well before the beginning of the Interim
term.  The bulk of time spent in the course will be
devoted to independent work on the research project.
The project will include the traditional chapters of a
research study (introduction; review of literature;
research methodology; presentation and analysis of
data; and summary, discussion, implications, and
recommendations).  The project will be submitted in
writing.  It will also be presented orally to meet BSC
requirements for the Senior Conference.

English

EH 28
CHARMED: WITCHES AND 
WITCHCRAFT IN AMERICAN 
LITERATURE AND CULTURE 
Rachel Clevenger

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  First-year students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 18
Meeting Time: MW  10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

This project explores depictions of witches and
witchcraft in historical documents and literature.
Beginning with an in-depth study of the Salem trials in
Puritan New England, we explore the legacy of these
trials in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short stories, Arthur
Miller’s The Crucible, and Maryse Condé’s I, Tituba,
Black Witch of Salem. The class will meet two days a
week from 10:00-2:00.  Students should expect to
spend approximately 25 hours each week completing
course readings and assignments.  In addition to the
readings, students will prepare an individual project on
a topic approved by the instructor and present their
work to the class.  Evaluation will be based on
presentations, written assignments, and meaningful
contributions to class discussions. For senior project
credit, students will complete a 15-20 page researched essay.

17
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EH 29 (CL17)
CLASSICAL AND 
RENAISSANCE ITALY: THE
MAJOR CITIES AND THE
PLACES IN BETWEEN 
Samuel Pezzillo and Michael McInturff

See listing under Classics.

EH 30 (BA 13)
EXAMINING MEDIA BIAS
Tynes Cowan and Stephen Craft

See listing under Business.

EH 31
EXPLORING THE WORLD OF F. SCOTT
FITZGERALD’S THIS SIDE OF PARADISE
David Ullrich

Prerequisites: EH 102 or 208 
or EH 208 placement

Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: TTh  11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Too broke to travel to paradise?  Stay at home and
explore This Side of Paradise.  This Side of Paradise chroni-
cles Fitzgerald’s tempestuous years as an       undergrad-
uate at Princeton between 1913 and 1917.    The novel
examines many issues still relevant to today’s student,
such as the burden of family, intellectual        heritage,
peer pressure, academic pressure, binge    drinking, and
social hierarchies within “greek life.”   Weeks One and
Two: Read the novel before the first class.  First class:
exam on the novel; then we discuss the text.  Students
write a five page, reflective essay   comparing Fitzgerald’s
experiences at Princeton with his/her own at BSC.  Weeks
Three and Four: in consul-tation with the instructor, stu-
dents write a ten page research paper on either a formal
or a thematic topic.  Formal research topics include ana-
lyzing Fitzgerald’s use of a specific literary allusion, use of
irony, meta-narrative devices.  Thematic research topics
center around student life circa 1910-1920 and include
male-female relationships, the concept of “manhood” in
an academic environment, NYC, the sexuality of a flapper,
then-current music, women in college, dress codes at col-
lege, and other,   student-generated topics.
Requirements: Read the novel before the first class, par-
ticipate in discussing the novel, complete both the
response paper and the research paper within the Interim,
and attend all classes. Students who miss more than one
class for any reason will fail the course.

EH 32 
THE FEMALE PROTAGONIST IN LITERATURE
AND FILM
Gail Smith

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: M-Th  10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

A sampler of works in literature and film exploring
some traditional and nontraditional roles for their female
protagonists.  With the help of insights from articles by
feminist literary and cultural critics, we will study the
heroine as victim of seduction, “Angel in the House,”
working woman, femme fatale, and woman warrior/
gender-bender.  Novels, short stories, and 3-4 films,
drawing from a variety of genres:  mystery, romance,
fantasy, coming-of-age story, “chick lit,” even a martial
arts film (Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon).  Three one-
hour tests, frequent short response papers, and a final
researched paper or project (about 10 pages) on one
literary work or film we have studied.  Average workload
of thirty hours a week includes class time (8 hours),
reading (expect about 100 pages for a class meeting, and
more over the long weekends), test preparation, and
writing/research of short responses and the final paper.
You must love reading to enjoy the class, and lively
discussion is the daily expectation.  We’ll meet as a class
Monday through Thursday mornings, 10:00-noon.  One
book, the classic romance novel The Sheik, to be read in
its entirety before our first class meeting.  

“Let me listen to me and not to them.” 
– Gertrude Stein
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EH 33
LITERARY AND LITERAL
IRELAND 
Sandra Sprayberry

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 20
Meeting Time: DHAR, with several full days prior 

to departure.

Because literature is produced within literal contexts,
the study of literature is enriched by visiting the places
about which a writer writes.  After intensive class study of
Irish literature, history, and culture, we will spend approxi-
mately two weeks in Ireland retracing the steps of our
reading and beyond.  We will read about and experience,
among other sites, James Joyce’s Dublin (in his short
story collection Dubliners), J. M. Synge’s Inis Mean (in his
journal The Aran Islands), and W. B. Yeats’s Sligo and Gort
(in his poems, from the collections The Rose and The
Tower).   There will also be activities and visits to sites of
historical and cultural significance, including a tour of the
megalithic passage tombs at Newgrange, a play at the
historic Abbey Theater, sessions on traditional Irish music
and dance, a private audience with an Irish storyteller
and/or poet, cliff and mountain hikes, and more. We will
have several intensive full class days devoted to discus-
sion of the readings  before departure as well as literary
discussions on site in Ireland.  While in-country, you will
be expected to participate fully in all scheduled activities.
Evaluation will be based on participation and journal writing.
The estimated cost of the travel portion of the trip is
$4,000.00 —including all transportation, lodging, admis-
sions, and most meals.

EH 34
THE NOVELS OF WILLIAM FAULKNER
Jane Archer

Prerequisites: 200-level Literature courses
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Option
Max. Enrollment: 18
Meeting Time: MTTh  1:00 PM – 3:00 PM

William Faulkner’s work is challenging; he is the great
American literary modernist, an experimenter with form
whose innovations match those of James Joyce. On the
other hand, he is distinctly American and specifically
southern. His analysis of southern culture and history is
ahead of its time, while his personal foibles place him
firmly in the deep south of the early 20th century.

In this project, we will read three of Faulkner’s novels,
The Sound and the Fury, Light in August, and Go Down,
Moses. The three we will read come from roughly the first
half of his extensive writing career. Because of his exten-

sive body of work, these selections are somewhat ran-
dom, but the novels we will be reading develop many of
Faulkner’s central issues, themes, and narrative     tech-
niques. 

These three novels address the history and culture of
the south with an obsessive power. Faulkner’s sense and
understanding of that history and culture was very
complex. We will seek to understand, at least in part,
what Faulkner understood about the south. 

In order to read and comment on three  Faulkner
novels in a scant 4 weeks, students MUST be prepared to
read a lot and frequently. All students will write a short
(2-5 page) paper each week. Because Go Down, Moses is
at once a collection of stories (some short and some the
length of a novella) as well as a loosely structured novel,
the final two weeks of the term, discussions and papers
will address both individual stories and the work as a
whole.

General

GEN 35
ARCHAEOASTRONOMY 
IN THE MAYA RUINS OF
MEXICO AND GUATEMALA
Scott Dorman 
and Pete Van Zandt

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 12
Meeting Time: M-F  1:00 PM – 5:00 PM 

while on campus; 2 weeks in 
Mexico and Guatemala

It has long been known that the ancient Maya of
Mexico and Central America were highly skilled
astronomers.  This travel interim will investigate the
observation methods developed by the Maya and what
astronomy may have meant to them as a people.
Beginning in Villahermosa with an introduction to the
Olmec civilization, participants will travel to the ruins of
Palenque, Bonampak, Yaxchilan, and Tonina.  At most of
these sites, we will conduct measurement experiments
on recently excavated temples to see if they align with
important stations of the sun or with visible planets such
as Jupiter and Saturn.  The group will then cross into
Guatemala and travel to the island of Flores, in beautiful
Lake Peten.  While on the island, participants will learn
about the Itza Maya, the last group of holdouts against
the Spanish conquest.  Venturing out from Flores, we will
explore Tikal, the largest city ever built by the ancient
Maya.  In Tikal, participants will learn how to read the
calendar dates on its monuments and about how the city
timed its battles to key risings and settings of Venus.
Finally, on our return to Villahermosa, we will stop to visit
the unexcavated Lacanja ruins and hike through the



Lacandan rain forest to examine typical plants used by
the ancient Maya.  Please note that this course will
involve strenuous hiking and climbing through poorly
maintained ruins and dense jungle trails.
Estimated cost: $3,000.00

“I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely
sea and the sky, And all I ask is a tall ship and a

star to steer her by” – John Masefield

GEN 36
BASIC ITALIAN FOR BEGINNERS AND 
EVERYONE ELSE
Margaret King

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment:  18
Meeting Time: M-Th  10:00 AM – 12:30 PM, 

plus 3 hours lab time/week

This project teaches beginning Italian, focusing on
pronunciation, grammar, and conversation. The class will
be relaxed and entertaining, but quite informative.  We
will learn this lingua bellissima” through skits, workbook
exercises, crossword puzzles, and music. There will also
be required lab sessions outside of classroom time.
Evaluation will be based on class participation, quizzes, a
Powerpoint presentation, a final oral presentation, and a
final exam. 

Estimated fees (not including textbook):  $20.00

GEN 37
COSTA RICA: 
SUSTAINABILITY, 
SPIRITUALITY, SERVICE
Jeanne Jackson 
and Larry Brasher

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment:  10
Meeting Time: DHAR

In this course we will explore three ecosystems in
Costa Rica, one of the world’s last great natural places:
The Monteverde Cloud Forest Preserve, the Pacific rain
forest, and a coastal beach habitat.  Owing to its
geographic location, the biodiversity of Costa Rica is rich,
with over 800 species of birds identified in a country the
size of West Virginia.  In the Monteverde area reserves
alone there are more than 500 species of trees, 300
orchids, 600 butterflies, and 400 bird species.  Costa Rica
is democratic and politically stable with the highest

literacy rate, 93%, in the Americas.
During our tour, we will visit a volcano, unique

ecological and cultural sites, and several of the country’s
75 protected areas.  Trained guides will assist us in
identifying local flora and fauna.  The focus of our
readings and discussions will be on ecological sustain-
ability in the midst of economic development and
tourism.  In addition, we will examine native nature,
spirituality, and ethnobotany, and work with local
women’s cooperatives and plant trees.

The course will involve study in Birmingham and
approximately 15-16 days in Costa Rica.  The course will
entail a considerable amount of walking, some rigorous
hiking, and various types of accommodations.  Spanish is
helpful but not required. Students will keep a travel
journal to be turned in at the end of the course.  Expect
to see the most spectacular natural sites of Costa Rica.
Estimated cost: $2,800.00.

GEN 38
CRIMINAL LAW: AN OVERVIEW
Jack Taylor

Prerequisites: None
Open To: All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 18
Meeting Time: TWTh  9:00 AM – 1:00 PM

This project provides an overview of criminal law. We
will examine the sources of laws and the various types of
crimes such as murder, robbery, and burglary.  We will
also explore the elements of crimes, their defenses, and
their punishment. The U.S. Constitution, the Alabama
Criminal Code, and an additional text will be the primary
resource material for the course. We will examine the U.S.
Constitution as it applies to the court system, crimes, the
rights of the accused, and criminal punishment. Guest
speakers will be invited to discuss various topics.
Evaluation will be based on exams and outside projects.
Students will be expected to spend a minimum of 30
hours per week in class and on outside work.

GEN 39
THE FEAR TO CREATE
Charles Mason

Prerequisites: None
Open To: All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 12
Meeting Time: MWF 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM

The ideal student for this course is one who wants to
create a major work and explore/share their personal
vision with peers of other disciplines.  This project is
intended for students who want to create a work of art
(music, visual art, literature, etc.), and discuss their
personal vision as they are creating.  Class will meet three
times per week and will consist of presentations,
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critiques, and discussions.  Discussions will cover
aspects such as the difference between being a
craftsman and an artist, the language of post-modernism,
finding a voice, overcoming creative blocks, truth in art,
and various other topics related to the self-examining
artist. The required text for this course is: Art and Fear:
An Artist’s Survival Guide by David Bayles & Ted Orland.
90% of the grade will be based on the amount of creative
work (as determined by averaging daily progress grades)
and 10% will be based on attendance.

GEN 40
THE “HOLOCAUST” IN EUROPEAN CINEMA
Matthew Levey

Prerequisites: None
Open To: All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 20
Meeting Time: Weeks 1 and 2: M-Th 10:00 AM- 

12:00 PM (occasionally later)
Weeks 3 & 4: DHAR for discussion
of research and presentations

In this course, we will view, discuss, and write about
selected films concerning the Holocaust from France,
Germany (East, West and reunified), Poland (Communist
and post-Communist), and the Soviet Union and Post
Soviet Russia. We will explore some of the many issues
related to self-representation and national memory as
related to the mass murder of Jews in these different
countries. The purpose is to compare and contrast the
ways in which the mass murder of Jews has been
portrayed in films from the Communist East and the non-
Communist “West” and how, with the “fall of
Communism,” depictions of this have changed, both in
the East and in the West.  The class will meet regularly
(Mon-Thurs) during the first two weeks, to view and
discuss films and to begin their research projects;
students will spend the remaining time researching and
writing a 15-page paper, analyzing a selected number of
films in depth, either from one of the countries listed
above or comparing films from at least two of them.
Students will also be asked to make short presentations
about their work in the final week of the term.

For students wishing to take this course as a senior
interim, the paper must be at least 25 pages; for French
and German majors, the senior interim project must be
written in French or German as appropriate. Final grades
for the course will be determined on the basis of the
quality of the research paper, classroom participation, and
the oral presentation.

GEN 41
INTERIM AT SEA
Duane Pontius 

Prerequisites: Ability to swim
Open To: All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 20
Meeting Time: M-F, 24/7

Spend three weeks sail training in the Caribbean
aboard a classic two-masted schooner. Participation
involves the following:

� Learn how to work and sail a wooden tall ship
� Hold assigned responsibilities, including standing

watches at all hours
� Obey orders from the professional crew 
� Participate actively in cleaning and maintaining the

vessel 
� Learn about Caribbean culture
� Keep a personal journal 

Additional tentative activities include studying colonial-
ism, hiking through rainforests, viewing Montserrat‘s
active volcano, snorkeling on coral reefs, and observation-
al astronomy.

This is an arduous project, requiring personal commit-
ment, physical stamina, and willingness to endure some
degree of privation.  Do not expect a comfortable, stress-
free cruise.  We will be on a working ship, and everyone
works.  Those truly interested in the experience of a
lifetime should not be discouraged, but everyone should
realize what they’re signing on for.  For more information:
http://panther.bsc.edu/~dpontius/interim.html
Estimated cost: $3,900.00

“There’s nothing . . . absolutely nothing . . . half
so much worth doing as simply messing around
in boats.”  – Kenneth Grahame, The Wind in the

Willows (River Rat to Mole)

GEN 42
ISSUES IN HUMAN SEXUALITY
Clint Bruess

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: Option
Max. Enrollment: 18
Meeting Time: M-Th  9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

This project emphasizes the relationship of human
sexuality to human well-being.  Students will choose
topics for the class from among the following:
dimensions of human sexuality, sexuality research, sexual
communication, sexual anatomy and physiology, body
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image, gender dimensions, sexual response and arousal,
contraception, pregnancy and birth, sexual orientation,
sexually transmitted infections, sexual disorders and
therapy, forcible sexual behaviors, sexual consumerism,
and sexual ethics, morality, and the law.  Evaluation will
be based on performance contracts through which
students will contract for the grade they plan to achieve.
Requirements may include exams, oral presentations,
panel discussions, literature reviews, and final projects.
NOTE: The estimated course fee for text is about $90.

GEN 43
MARTIAL ARTS: PHILOSOPHY AND PRACTICE
Andy Gannon

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 16
Meeting Time: M-F  9:00 AM – 3:30 PM

Asian martial arts interweave the philosophies of
Taoism and Zen Buddhism with the physical experience.
In this project students will read and discuss these two
ancient, Asian philosophies as they physically practice
and learn about a variety of martial arts.  We will work
primarily in a modern, holistic, eclectic martial art, Cuong
Nhu, that combines the best principles of Tai Chi, Wing
Chun Kung Fu, Shotokan karate, Judo, Aikido, Vovinam,
and Western boxing, but we will also experience other
martial arts through guest “speakers” and field trips.
Students must be in good physical shape and be
prepared for physical activity every day, including
stretching, stamina training, aerobic conditioning, and
meditation.  This project will increase the students’
flexibility, aerobic fitness, strength and muscle tone, as
well as teaching them basic self-defense techniques.  We
will meet as a group every morning for physical work with
readings and discussions occurring in the afternoons.
Required textbooks include the Tao Te Ching, Zen Flesh,
Zen Bones; and the Cuong Nhu Beginners Training
Manual.  There will be 2 exams and short papers on
martial arts history and philosophy as well as skills tests
where students demonstrate mastery of techniques they
have learned.  NOTE:  Estimated cost of books and
materials will be $35.

GEN 44
PERFORMING ARTS STUDY
AT THE ACCADEMIA
DELL’ARTE, AREZZO, ITALY
Jacqueline Leary-Warsaw

Prerequisites: Any student of music, theater, 
and/or dance who has received a 
minimum of one term of 
college training.

Open To:  All students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: DHAR

Experience this unique opportunity to study
performing arts at the Accademia dell’Arte
(http;//www.dell-arte.org) in Italy.  The Accademia makes
its home in Arezzo, a medieval town located in central
Italy just southeast of Florence. This 2 ½-week program
will focus on the arts and culture of Italy with an
emphasis on general performance practice. Multi-
disciplinary sessions, taught by Dr. Leary-Warsaw and
faculty members of the Accademia, will include: Basic
Italian Language; Alexander Technique; Philosophy of Art
and Performance; Stage Movement; and optional Voice
Coaching. Students will reside and study at the Villa
Godiola, a 16th-century palace that overlooks the
picturesque hills of Tuscany. Day excursions to museums
and theaters in Florence and Luca will offer many
additional opportunities to explore the vital and rich
heritage of Italian art and culture. In preparation for this
project, orientation meetings and assigned readings will
be required prior to departure.
Estimated cost:  $4,500.00.

GEN 45
POVERTY IN AMERICA: AN EXAMINATION
OF POLICIES AND ATTITUDES TOWARD
LOW-INCOME FAMILIES IN AMERICA
Kathleen Greer Rossman and Stephen Black

Prerequisites: None
Open To: All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 30
Meeting Time: Classroom: 2 hours, twice a week

Volunteering in the community: 
M–Th, 4–5 hours/day

The course examines policies and attitudes toward
low-income families through readings, class discussions,
lectures, and work in the community.  Particular focus will
be given to perceptions and misperceptions about those
living in poverty, and students will participate in two
related community programs that address specific needs
faced by low-income families: SaveFirst and FocusFirst.
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SaveFirst trains students to provide free tax preparation
services and financial literacy information for low-income
individuals.  Training will consist of both explanatory
sessions and interactive exercises after which students
must take an IRS certification test before serving at tax
preparation sites.  In addition, students will work with
FocusFirst to provide vision screenings for children ages
six months to five years, in Head Start and lower-income
daycare programs and coordinating appropriate
examination, diagnosis, and treatment for children with
impaired vision.  Evaluation will be based on attendance,
active participation in class discussions and in the
community service programs, and a reflective 5-7
page paper.

GEN 46
PRE-ENGINEERING INTERNSHIP
Doug Riley

Prerequisites: Consent
Open To: Sophomores and Juniors
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: DHAR

This project provides an opportunity for pre-
engineering students to work full-time with a practicing
engineer during the term and to gain experience in one
branch of the engineering profession.  Students will
submit a detailed journal account of their daily activities, a
summary report at the end of term, and a copy of a letter
of thanks to their internship mentor.

By November 1, interested students should submit to
Professor Riley a written request for placement in a
specified engineering area of interest.  Students should
also plan to attend the fall meeting of the pre-engineering
committee of the Norton Board to facilitate placement.
Students are expected to provide their own transportation
during interim and to work full days, M-F. 

GEN 47
PRE-HEALTH CAREER INTERNSHIP
Jeannette Runquist

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  Sophomores and Juniors
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 75
Meeting Time: Minimum 35 hours/week. 

Days and times determined by 
off-campus preceptor.

This project allows students to experience one of the
health professions fields (medicine, dentistry, physical
therapy, etc) through an internship supervised by a health
care professional.  Students planning a career in health
care should participate in this project during their
sophomore or junior year.  A limited number of

established internships are available at hospitals, clinics,
and other healthcare facilities in the Birmingham area.  In
addition, anyone planning to intern with a private health
care professional whom he or she has contacted should
register for this project.  Students will read several books
and articles concerning medicine and health care, reflect
on their readings and experiences during the internship,
and write an essay of five to seven pages.  Students are
also required to maintain a daily journal.  A satisfactory
essay AND a satisfactory report from the student’s on-site
supervisor are required for successful completion of the
project.  NOTE:  Students must also complete a series of
group orientation meetings during the Fall term.
Attendance is mandatory for all students planning to
participate in the internship.  Documentation concerning
their general health and immunization records must be
submitted by Friday, November 30, 2007.  The estimated
cost for reading materials is $25.  A lab coat may be
required.  The interim may be repeated but the location
cannot be the same as the previous internship and
additional work is required.

GEN 48
READY FOR TAKEOFF: 
AN INTRODUCTION TO FLIGHT
David J. Smith

Prerequisites: None
Open To: All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: MWF  9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

This project is an introduction to the experience of
flight in general aviation. You will learn what a pilot is,
how airplanes, airports, and air traffic control work, and
what pilots need to know about the weather. You will
learn about the engineering genius of the Wright Brothers
and how they accomplished the first heavier-than-air
flight. Additional experiences will include a half-hour
introductory flight with a certified flight instructor
(optional) and trips to the Birmingham Airport tower, local

airports, the Southern Museum of Flight (Birmingham),
and the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site. A variety
of texts will be used: one covering aerodynamics, aircraft
instrumentation, towered and untowered airport control
procedures, radar control and aircraft separation
procedures, and weather; one dealing with the Wright
Brothers journey to flight and the more technical aspects
of their aeronautical developments, and one detailing the
experiences of a professional pilot between 1930 and
1955 (Fate is the Hunter – Ernest K. Gann). Evaluation will
be based on daily quizzes and four exams, one covering
each week’s materials. Costs for this project will include
approximately $100.00 for the texts and $100.00 for
the optional introductory flight. Dr. Smith is a pilot and
an FAA certified instrument ground instructor.
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GEN 49
SERVICE-LEARNING IN INDIA
Kent Andersen 
and Sara Doughton

Prerequisites: Application 
required

Open To:  Selected students 
have already been 
notified

Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 16
Meeting Time: Three full weeks during January

Following an intense fall orientation, participants will
spend approximately three weeks in Chennai, India. The
project focuses on cultural immersion through service,
allowing students to examine and reflect on issues of
poverty, politics, economics, and cross-cultural interaction
and adaptation.  Participation in this project is a major
commitment—both prior to and during January—requiring
that students be self-motivated and self-disciplined.
Requirements include participation in service work,
participation in and leading of discussions, careful
examination of readings, a reflective journal, and a final
reflective essay on your experiences. Evaluation will be
based on the student’s participation in fall weekly
meetings and fundraising, a researched presentation, the
reflective journal, participation in service projects and
reflections during January, and the final reflective essay.
Students interested in this experience as part of their
senior project must contract for individualized study with
a faculty member in their major.  Estimated cost:
$4,000.00.

GEN 50
SERVICE LEARNING IN 
SAN FRANCISCO
Terry Goodrick 
and Kristin Harper

Prerequisites: Written 
application

Open To:  Selected students 
have already been notified

Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 12
Meeting Time: 24/7 for three weeks during 

January; additional meetings in 
the Fall for preparation, 
fundraising, and team building

Following an intense fall orientation, we will spend
approximately three weeks in San Francisco, California,
serving with the homeless population. The project
focuses on cultural immersion through service, allowing
students to examine and reflect on issues of poverty,
homelessness, politics, economics, and society.

Participation in this project is a major commitment—both
prior to and during January—requiring that students be
self-motivated and self-disciplined.  There will be a three
to four day reflection time at the end of the work period.
Requirements include participation in fund raising in the
fall, service projects both in the fall and on-site in January,
participation in and leading of discussions both in our fall
class meetings and our meetings on-site, careful
examination of readings, a researched presentation, a
reflective journal, and a final reflective essay.  Evaluation
will be based on the quality of your work on each of the
requirements listed above.  Students interested in this
experience as part of their senior project must contract
for individualized study with a faculty member in their
major.  Estimated cost:  $2,000.00.

GEN 51
WOMEN’S HUSHED VOICES IN THE HISTORY
OF WESTERN MUSIC
Jennifer Roth-Burnette

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: Option
Max. Enrollment: 16-18
Meeting Time: MTTh  9:00 AM – 11:30 AM

This course will explore the roles of women in Western
art music, through case studies from each major era.
From the medieval composer Hildegard of Bingen to the
jazz legend Bessie Smith, this course will consider
women as composers, performers and conductors, and
as the subjects of musical expression.  The traditional
historiography of Western art music has largely excluded
the contributions of women to its culture; this course’s
goal, therefore, will be to understand the roles of women
within Western music-culture, and to explore areas in
which women have created a distinct culture outside of
the mainstream.  In this study, students will gain a
knowledge of the trends in Western art music, building a
rich and inclusive history which will inform their present-
day encounters with music of all eras, as well as an
appreciation of women’s contributions and experiences at
different points in history.   We will meet three mornings
per week, with additional meetings scheduled as needed.
Class time will be spent in seminar discussions, lectures
and focused music-listening.  Students will spend
additional time reading, participating in an on-line forum,
and working on final projects in which students will
explore their own topics of interest. Grades will be based
on student contributions to discussions, listening
proficiency and final projects.  



History

HI 52
ABRAHAM LINCOLN:  
A LIFE AND LEGEND
Hubbs

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  First-year students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: MWF 3 hours/day

This 1-Y interim project will examine the life and
legend of the quintessential American, Abraham Lincoln.
In addition to Lincoln’s own writings, we will study and
discuss biographies, films, photographs, and political
cartoons.  Our goal will be to distinguish the real
Abraham Lincoln form the legend and then to understand
Lincoln’s impact on American history from his day to
ours.  This project will meet for up to three hours, several
times a week, and includes a substantial and demanding
reading load.  Evaluation will be based on written work,
class participation, presentations, and tests. 

HI 53
COLONIAL SOCIETY: FACT OR FICTION
Victoria Ott

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: M-Th 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Focusing on extraordinary events—ranging from the
lost colony of Roanoke to the Salem witch trials—recent
popular culture has portrayed early America as a place of
intrigue, adventure, and conflict.  In 2004, PBS aired its
own version of this myth with the reality series Colonial
House, recreating life in 1628.  But, did this series achieve
historical accuracy?  What do other popular interpreta-
tions of the colonial past emphasize, sensationalize, or
omit? This interim project will look critically at how popu-
lar culture portrays the colonial era by examining the
Colonial House series, films, and other forms of media
while exploring the history of the period through readings
of primary sources and select studies by historians of the
field.   Assessment is based on 3-4 page reaction papers
and class discussions.  Students wanting to receive
senior project credit will be required to complete a 20-25
page historiographical paper dealing with the major works
on the colonial era.  This will be in lieu of the short reac-
tion papers.  NOTE:  Estimated cost of books is $60.00.

HI 54
THE NAZI-SOVIET WAR, 1941-45
Randall Law

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: MTTh 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM

The Nazi-Soviet War (the so-called “eastern front” of
World War II) was the largest, most destructive war in
human history.  Battle lines stretched for 1900 miles, and
the combined German and Soviet military and civilian
death toll exceeded 30 million.  Numbers, though, capture
neither the terrifying brutality of the conflict nor its
extraordinary impact on Germany, the USSR, and the
modern world  In this project, we will explore military,
political, social, and cultural aspects of the war through
books and films.  Evaluation will be based on class
participation, a research paper, and a class presentation.
NOTE:  Estimated cost of books is $50.00 - $70.00.

Honors

HON 55
VAMPIRES FROM FOLKLORE TO TELEVISION
Susan K. Hagen

Prerequisites: Honors program
Open To:  Honors students only
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: M-Th 9:30 AM – 12:00 PM

This Honors seminar traces the vampire from ancient
folklores to contemporary television series.  Included in
the study will be 19th-century vampire stories, Bram
Stoker’s Dracula, and contemporary vampire stories, as
well as classic films from Nosferatu to Blade.  TV series
will include Dark Shadows, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, and
anything that happens to be on cable TV at the moment.
Students should be ready for an intense interdisciplinary
investigation into the literary, cultural, and “scientific”
significance of vampirism.  Expect extensive reading and
research, seminar discussion, one in-class report, and a
final paper or project.  Attendance is essential.

“One cannot think well, love well, sleep well, if
one has not dined well. The lamp in the spine

does not light on beef and prunes.” 
– Virgina Woolf, A Room of One’s Own
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MFL:  SN 60
PROYECTO HERMANDAD: AN IMMERSION
INTO LOCAL HISPANIC COMMUNITIES
Jessica Ramos de Harthun

Prerequisites: SN 270 or instructor’s approval
Open To: All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: TTh 9:00 AM – 11:30 AM

Minimum 25 additional hours per
week carrying out the volunteer
service at the selected 
organizations  

Proyecto Hermandad offers a variety of experiences
in the Spanish-speaking community of Birmingham, AL.
This project allows students to strengthen their
communicative skills in Spanish by providing
opportunities to utilize the language in a real life setting,
while experiencing and actively getting involved in current
Hispanic issues. On the side of service, this project
includes an internship at a selected Hispanic organization
within the Birmingham metropolitan area, where students
will be surrounded by native speakers of Spanish. 

Students will serve a minimum of 25 hours per week in
an immersion setting at organizations such as HICA, the
Literacy Council, the Multicultural Resource Center,
Cooper Green Hospital and KPI Latino, in addition to
meeting  as a group twice a week for discussions in
class. Depending on the actual nature of the business,
students will be involved in support activities such as
clerical office work, translations, gathering data, assisting
employees, etc. This program is designed for students
with a desire to practice their Spanish while learning more
about the Hispanic communities in the area, and
supporting the efforts of the organizations above.
Evaluations will be based on the completion and quality
of the service experienced, class participation, a 5- to 7-
page reflective paper, a daily journal, and a Power Point
presentation, all in Spanish. This project will prepare you
to become competent global citizens! 

MFL:  SN 61
SENIOR PROJECT IN SPANISH
Barbara Domcekova, Jessica Ramos de
Harthun, Janie Spencer

Prerequisites: Spanish Major
Open To: Seniors
Grading System: Letter Grade
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: DHAR

In this project, students will focus on a special topic in
Spanish culture and/or literature beyond the scope of the
regularly offered courses. They will expand on previous
knowledge, research new material, and ultimately
demonstrate significant intellectual maturity. Students will
write a paper of at least 20 pages in Spanish, and they
will share the final product of their research in a public
presentation. Students will meet by arrangement regularly
with Dr. Domcekova, Dr. Ramos de Harthun, or Dr.
Spencer.

MFL:  SN 62
SPANISH FOR HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
Janie Spencer

Prerequisites: SN 270 or consent of instructor
Open To: All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 12
Meeting Time: M-F 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM during 

first two weeks, plus afternoons 
as needed for speakers;
40 total hours of field work during
the second two weeks

According to the U.S.Census Bureau, the Hispanic
population in the Birmingham area has risen an estimated
threefold in the past ten years, and it will continue to
follow a growth pattern. Many of the new immigrants
have little or no command of English. Health care
professionals are facing the challenge to communicate
with the patients, often taking Spanish classes or using
the services of an interpreter.  This project is intended
for students planning to pursue a career as a health
professional. It will consist of two parts; the first one will
be a two week on-campus training in medical terms and
conversational Spanish, the second will entail fieldwork in
local hospitals, health clinics and health care facilities
where students will observe first hand the work of
interpreters and, based on the level of their language
proficiency, complete translations and engage in inter-
preting. The course will include readings about and guest
speakers from the Hispanic population in the Birmingham
area.

Evaluation will be based on vocabulary quizzes,
attendance, 40 completed hours of supervised fieldwork,
supervisor’s comments and a 6-8 page paper reflecting
on the fieldwork experience.
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MFL:  SN 63
¡Y AHORA…A HABLAR!
Kim Lewis

Prerequisites: SN 201or 220 
Open To: All Students
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: M-F  10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

This project provides a transition for students who
have taken Spanish 201 or 220 but are insecure about
their abilities to converse in Spanish. Conducted entirely
in Spanish, this class will enable students to practice their
conversational skills in a low-stress setting. It is not
appropriate for students who have already taken SN 270
or higher.  We will use movies, music, newspapers,
Internet research, and other realia from Spain and Latin
America as a point of departure for conversation, and
students will keep a journal in Spanish. We will also enjoy
presentations by native speakers and field trips around
Birmingham to explore the resources available to the
growing Spanish-speaking population and places of
interest to those studying Spanish. Activities in the past
have included the following: a folk music presentation by
a Colombian guitarist; shopping in a Mexican tienda; a
charla y cafecito with Lola Ceballos; lunch at an authentic
taquería, and preparing an authentic Mexican meal. We
will meet Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon, with Fridays being dedicated to cultural
activities. Evaluation will be based on class participation,
the journal, and a final oral presentation.

NOTE: A course fee of $25 will be collected at the
beginning of the term to cover expenses for the meal and
speakers.   

Music

MU 64
BEGINNING BAND
Ron Hooten

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: M-F  10:00 AM-12:00PM

This project is designed for students who have no
previous experience on wind instruments (Trumpet,
Trombone, Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone) but wish they did.
It will cover performance techniques, acoustical
properties of the instruments and reading musical
notation.  Class will meet daily for two hours and the
students will be expected to practice individually outside
of class.  Evaluation will be based on progress on the
instrument as well as demonstrated knowledge.  

MU 65
BEGINNING PIANO
William DeVan

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 12
Meeting Time: Three one-hour lessons a week, 

MWF 

This project is designed for students who have no
previous experience at the piano.  It will involve the study
of compositions written for beginning students.  There
will be three lessons weekly with the instructor.  Students
will also have concert attendance requirements.
Evaluation will be based on progress at the piano,
attendance and consistent preparation for all lessons.
NOTE:  The estimated cost of student fees is $50.

MU 66
MUSIC AND SCIENCE FICTION
Jim Cook

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  First-year students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 10
Meeting Time: M-F  11:00 AM – 12:00 PM and

M-Th  2:00 PM – 3:30 PM

This project is an intensive study of the role of musical
references in the structure and content of SF stories and
novels. Students will read approximately 30 short stories
and one novel, and will discuss them during the morning
meeting times both from the literary standpoint and from
the standpoint of their musical references.  Afternoon
meetings will be devoted to acquiring and applying
listening skills to the music described or referenced in the
assigned readings.  Daily assignments will include both
reading and listening assignments that will, in combina-
tion with class times, fully occupy the student for a mini-
mum of 30 enjoyable hours each week. Written listening
reports and two papers (10-12 pages in length) will be
required.  Evaluation will be based equally on class
participation and written work.  Participants do not need
to have any prior musical training.  NOTE: Estimated
costs are $75.00 for CD’s and one book. 

1Y
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MU 67
MUSIC NOTATION WITH FINALE
Dorothy Hindman

Prerequisites: MU 151 or higher is strongly 
suggested, or demonstrated 
ability to read music

Open To:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 10
Meeting Time: MWF 2.5 hrs/class

Students will learn basic music notation and will
become familiar with the latest available version of Finale,
an industry standard desktop computer music notation
program.  The project will meet daily for two and a half
hours, and significant computer time outside the class
will be required.  Coursework will include daily quizzes,
tutorials, reading, and written assignments using both tra-
ditional manuscript and computer music notation.  The
final project will be the completion of two scores (vocal
and instrumental) using Finale.  Scores may be original
compositions, or may be chosen from music in the library.
Due to the intensive specialized nature of this project, this
course is not recommended for students who do not
already read music to some degree.  NOTE: Gardner
Read’s Music Notation is a required text.

“Music’s meaning, like the language of 
dolphins, is not translatable into human prose. 

If music were translatable it would not have 
to exist.” – Ned Rorem

MU 68
PERFORMANCE PRACTICUM IN ORGAN
Jim Cook

Prerequisites: Permission of instructor
Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 5
Meeting Time: DHAR; Three lessons each week

In this project, students will prepare a major work or a
well-defined body of literature for the organ.  Appropriate
literature selections include works similar in extent and
content to a major prelude and fugue of Bach, one of the
Franck chorales, or two movements from a major work by
Messiaen.  Evaluation will be based on progress made
during the term.  Students will meet with the instructor
three times a week and be required to practice 30 hours
each week outside of lesson times. Note: To receive
Senior Project Credit, the student must prepare a senior
recital during interim, perform the recital before March
31, 2008, and prepare program notes for the recital.

MU 69
PERFORMANCE PRACTICUM IN PIANO
William DeVan

Prerequisites: Permission of instructor; 
minimum of five years previous 
piano training

Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 6
Meeting Time: DHAR; Two lessons each week

In this project music students will prepare a major
work or a well-defined body of literature for the piano.
Pianists might select a set of character pieces or a
Beethoven sonata.  Evaluation will be based on progress
made during the term.  Students will meet with the
instructor twice a week.  NOTE:  For Senior Project, a
written record of the pedagogy methods used during the
lessons and the practice sessions involved in the project
is required. Estimated costs will be $40.00.

MU 70
PREPARATION FOR OPERA PERFORMANCE
Mildred Allen

Prerequisites: By audition
Open To:  Voice students (at the discretion 

of the instructor)
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: As cast
Meeting Time: DHAR

Musical preparation for the cast of The Telephone and
The Consul by Gian-carlo Menotti, for the Spring
production of these operas.  Professor Allen will be
assisted by Ms. Idabelle Gay, accompanist, in
consultation with the opera production conductor Lynne
Thompson.  The opera casting will be held September 19,
2007. Those cast will be required to register for this
Interim project. 
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Philosophy

PL 71
IMAGINE NO RELIGION
Steve Hendley

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  All students
Grading System: Option
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: TWTh  9:00 AM– 12:00 PM

According to a recent survey, atheists are Americans’
least trusted minority, below Muslims, recent immigrants
and homosexuals. And yet, since the 9/11 attacks, atheist
concerns with the potential dangers of religious belief
have received prominent public attention. Books such as
Richard Dawkins’ The God Delusion have been best-
sellers. We appear to be curious about this minority of
which we are otherwise so wary. In this course, we will
attempt to satisfy some of that curiosity through a
reading of Dawkins’ The God Delusion in which he argues
that religious belief is both irrational and, as evidenced by
recent religiously inspired forms of terror, dangerous. We
will also examine a Christian response to Dawkins
through a reading of Alister McGrath’s The Dawkins
Delusion?. Is religious belief really the irrational and dan-
gerous thing Dawkins makes it out to be? Do atheists
really merit the mistrust so many Americans feel toward
them? The course will be devoted to raising and
discussing these questions.  Evaluation will be based on
pop quizzes on readings, oral presentations of readings,
and 3 five-page papers reflecting on readings.

“Isn’t it enough to see that a garden is beautiful
without having to believe that there are fairies at

the bottom of it too?” – Douglas Adams, The
Hitchiker’s Guide to the Galaxy

PL 72
PHILOSOPHY AND FILM
Bill Myers

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  First-year students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: M-Th  10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

M and/or W  1:00 PM - 4:00 PM  
(Screenings)

In this project, we are going to explore the medium of
film as a tool for philosophical exploration. Some potential
films we might see include Bladerunner, Being There,
Goodfellas, Crimes and Misdemeanors and Do The Right

Thing. In order to give ourselves the necessary philosophi-
cal background, we will read a limited number of relevant
philosophical texts on issues such as personal identity,
personhood, ethics and existentialism.

Everyone will write an 8-10 page paper that analyzes
the philosophical issues in one film or takes one philo-
sophical issue and explores its treatment over a number
of films. Grades will be based on the paper, class partici-
pation, and short response papers. Class meeting times
will vary, depending on the time required for weekly view-
ing. Generally, discussion time will be Monday-Thursday
10AM - 12PM and viewing times Monday and/or
Wednesday 1PM - 4PM. 

“Things aren’t as happy as they used to be
down here at the unemployment office.

Joblessness is no longer just for philosophy
majors. Useful people are starting to feel 

the pinch.” – Kent Brockman 

Physics

PH 73
ENERGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Mark Rupright

Prerequisites: None
Open To:  First-year students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 18
Meeting Time: M – Th 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Energy use involves issues of personal and global
impact. This course will introduce students to the funda-
mental physical principles necessary to understand ener-
gy resources, their use, conservation, and environmental
impact. Through lectures, readings, class discussions,
and hands-on laboratory activities we will explore energy
use patterns, transformation efficiency and losses, and
alternatives to fossil fuels. This course requires no prior
knowledge of physics or of mathematics beyond high
school algebra. Evaluations will be based on homework
and laboratory assignments, quizzes, and a 5-10 page
research paper and presentation.  Note: Students will be
required to purchase the textbook (Energy: Its Use and
the Environment by Hinrichs and Kleinbach), an inexpen-
sive scientific calculator, and assorted craft supplies for
two laboratory activities. 

PH 74 (CH 16)
MICROELECTRONICS
Clyde Stanton

See listing under Chemistry.

1Y
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Political Science

PS 75
INTERNSHIP IN POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT
Natalie Davis, Vincent Gawronski and Ed LaMonte

Prerequisites: 2.5 Minimum GPA and Consent
Open To: Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: M – F 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

This project is designed for students who wish to work
in political or governmental or non-governmental settings
at the national, state or local level during the Interim
Term. Students must meet with a sponsoring professor to
discuss their internship plans and establish the specific
requirements for successful completion of their particular
project. Students must be aware that no one is guaran-
teed an internship position. Internship positions are limit-
ed and students are primarily responsible for finding a
position. Satisfactory completion of the internship
includes these requirements:1) meeting with the faculty
sponsor(s) as necessary during fall term; 2) contacting the
faculty sponsor or her/his designee once a week during
Interim to discuss details of the experience; 3) writing a
report on a relevant book, chosen in consultation with the
faculty sponsor; 4) keeping a daily journal of activities,
observations, and reflections during the internship; 5)ade-
quately completing the duties assigned by the on-site
supervisor; and 6) obtaining a letter from the on-site
supervisor, detailing tasks completed and overall perform-
ance. NOTE: Interested students must complete all
arrangements and have sponsoring faculty send certifica-
tion of compliance to the Director of Interim and Contract
Learning (Munger 102) by Wednesday, October 17, 2007,
in order to be eligible for these internships.

PS 76
PRE-LAW INTERNSHIP
Natalie Davis

Prerequisites: Minimum 3.3 GPA or Consent
Open To: Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors 
Grading System: S/U
Max. Enrollment: 6 (May be limited by availability 

of participating attorneys)
Meeting Time: M – F 9:00 AM – 5:00 PM

The law office internship will provide the pre-law
student with an opportunity to observe and participate in
the work of a law firm in the Birmingham area; under
special circumstances, internships in areas other than
Birmingham can be approved. It is intended for students
who have had no more than minimal prior experience
working in a law firm and want to learn more about the

practice of law before making a decision to attend law
school. In addition to working in a law firm, students are
required to write one essay on the practice of law and
submit a journal of their experiences. A minimum of 30
hours per week is expected of the student’s time.
Evaluation will be based upon the essay, journal, and
assessment by the instructor and members of the
sponsoring law firm.   NOTE: Interested students must
contact Mr. John Wrinkle, BSC pre-law advisor
(tel. 205-521-8320 or 205-226-4755), before Wednesday,
October 17, 2007, in order to be eligible for these
internships. Mr. Wrinkle will assist students in finding
placement options.

PS 77
VOLUNTEER IN
GUATEMALA!  AN 
EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING
INTERIM
Vincent T. Gawronski

Prerequisites: None
Open to:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: One week (M-F) in the classroom 

and three weeks in Guatemala.

One week of assigned readings, films, and class
discussions will prepare students for their three-week
cultural immersion in Guatemala.  Working with Cross-
Cultural Solutions in Guatemala City, students will be
placed in a variety of possible volunteer assignments:
assisting teachers in schools for the poor, working with
severely disabled children, providing companionship to
the elderly, or working in a soup kitchen for the homeless.
Pre-med and pre-health students will have the opportunity
to shadow a doctor, give physical exams, or help deliver
babies.  Guest lectures and cultural perspectives
programs, including Spanish language classes, will be
available.  There will also be time to visit Mayan ruins,
trek in the jungle, climb a volcano, or sun on a black-sand
beach.  Spanish is not required.  Interim participants will
experience first-hand the complexities of Central
America’s most culturally diverse country.  NOTE:
Estimated cost: $3,000.  The programming portion of the
fee is tax deductible! And Cross-Cultural Solutions has
recommendations for raising funds:
www.crossculturalsolutions.org/.  
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Psychology

PY 78
GENDER IN AMERICAN POP CULTURE
Heather Meggers

Prerequisites: None
Open to:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: TWTh  9:00 AM – 12:00 PM; 

afternoons as needed

Gender refers to the socially constructed and culturally
determined roles and responsibilities assumed by human
beings as they develop.  The contribution of social
pressures to conform to traditional “male” and “female”
gender roles, with the related stereotyped behaviors, has
long been recognized by the scientific community and lay
public; however, less attention has been paid to non-
traditional gender representations.  This project will
explore traditional and non-traditional representations of
male, female, and gender-queer identifications in pop
culture forums.  We will watch television and films and
discuss the construction of gender within a biopsycho-
social framework.  Students will spend 30 hours per week
completing academic readings, viewing media in class
and on their own, keeping reaction journals, and
researching a topic in gender and pop culture.  Evaluation
will be heavily dependent on discussion and in-class
participation, short reaction journals, and a final
research paper.

PY 79
PSYCHOLOGY IN CINEMA
Shane Pitts

Prerequisites: None
Open to:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: 3-4 days/week, 3-4 hrs./day

In this project we will examine psychological
processes, theory, and research and use feature-length
films to assist in provoking thought and analysis of the
material. We will explore several psychological
phenomena such as memory and identity, prejudice and
social conflict, gender and sexuality, and psychological
disorders, among others. Films may include Memento,
Eternal Sunshine…, Rashomon, Schindler’s List, Hotel
Rwanda, Do The Right Thing, The Breakfast Club, Dirty
Filthy Love, A Clockwork Orange, Girl Interrupted, Boys
Don’t Cry, Fight Club, Annie Hall, and Ordinary People,
among others.  To give us the requisite background for
viewing the films, we will closely read contemporary
psychological research and theory.  Students will take
brief quizzes over the readings, deliver presentations on
psychological concepts illustrated in films viewed outside

of class, and write several short papers.  Attendance and
active class participation at every meeting will be
required.  Class will meet four days per week.

PY 80
PSYCHOLOGY OF STRESS
Tricia Witte and Lynne Trench

Prerequisites: None
Open to:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 20
Meeting Time: TWTh  10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Students will learn about the physiological stress
response and how this response can cause damage
physically and psychologically if activated over long
periods of time. Specifically, students will learn about the
influence of stress on the following: the cardiovascular
system, the immune system, the gastrointestinal system,
sleep, appetite, metabolism, and the mind. There is a
heavy emphasis on biology in this course (however, a
course in biology is not a prerequisite). Furthermore,
students will learn about various psychological interven-
tions aimed at reducing stress (e.g., deep breathing
techniques, cognitive restructuring). Students will be
required to practice and critically evaluate each stress-
reduction technique in and outside of the classroom.
There will be several short papers assigned in this course.
For the final project, students will develop stress
management programs for hypothetical clinical cases. 

PY 81
THE SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY OF PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS
Richard McCallum

Prerequisites: None
Open to:  All students
Grading System: Option
Max. Enrollment: 18
Meeting Time: M – Th  10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

The project will present three theoretical frameworks
for exploring close, personal relationships such as those
between friends, lovers, family members, and co-workers.
Interdependence theory will be used as a model of the
patterns of mutual influence, levels of satisfaction and
dissatisfaction, attributions of personal dispositions, and
responsiveness to partners’ outcomes which characterize
such relationships.  Evolutionary psychology will offer
perspectives on the adaptive functions of relationships,
kin relations, parental investment, mate selection, and
altruism.  Attachment theory suggests individual differ-
ences in habitual ways of behaving in relationships and in
forming emotional bonds with other people.  The project
will meet as a seminar during which students will present
and discuss readings, view media, and participate in
simulations and demonstrations of interpersonal
processes.  Evaluation will be based on presentation and
participation as well as a research paper.



Religion

RE 82
THE BIBLE IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURE
Amy Cottrill

Prerequisites: None
Open to:  All students
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 15
Meeting Time: MWF 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM, 

plus one or two afternoons/week 
for film viewing

One reason for the Bible’s enduring cultural
significance is the way artists and authors have engaged
biblical texts and themes as conversation partners in the
creation of their own texts.  This class will explore the
ways the Bible (Old and New Testaments) has been
interpreted, retold, and appropriated in film, literature, and
popular culture.  (Possible films include David and
Bathsheba, American Beauty, and Jesus of Montreal.)
What happens in the appropriation of an ancient text to
modern forms of media?  We will explore the dynamics of
biblical interpretation in diverse forms of media with the
intention of becoming more sophisticated “readers” of
film and popular culture, as well as of the biblical texts
itself.  Evaluation for the course will be based on class
participation, several response papers presented to the
class, and a final paper.

“Against stupidity even the gods struggle
in vain.” – Friedrich Schiller

Sociology

SO 83
PRISONS IN ALABAMA
Guy Dalto

Prerequisites: No outstanding warrants
Open to:  Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: 10
Meeting Time: M-Th, times to be determined

The project will explore imprisonment from a socio-
logical point of view.  Students will see videos about the
history of incarceration, read material on contemporary
issues, and visit juvenile detention centers, jails, and
prisons in Alabama subject to availability.  Our tours of
local, state, and federal prisons will be in Alabama.  These
include facilities in Bessemer, Montgomery, and
Limestone.  One issue we will examine is capital
punishment.  One place we will try to visit is death row.
Attendance and participation is a critical part of this
interim experience.  You will be expected to maintain a

journal which highlights your impressions, observations,
and critical analysis of our visits.  This analysis must
incorporate the videos and readings.  Students taking this
as their senior project will be required to write a 15-20
page paper.  NOTE:  In addition to the cost of books,
there will be travel costs of approximately $300.00.  This
includes a possible overnight hotel stay in Montgomery
plus meals and gas.

SO 84
SENIOR PROJECT IN SOCIOLOGY
Guy Dalto

Prerequisites: Consent 
Open to:  Majors in Sociology, Sociology-

Psychology, or Political Science
Grading System: Letter
Max. Enrollment: Open
Meeting Time: DHAR

The project is designed for seniors majoring in
sociology, political science-sociology, or sociology-
psychology interdisciplinary majors.  The student will
complete a major research paper (15 pages plus
supporting material) in consultation with the instructor.
The student will submit a topic together with relevant
bibliography prior to the interim term.  The instructor
must approve the research design.  In addition, students
must present their findings to the BSC community on
Honors Day.

SO 85
URBAN CULTURES:  EXPLORING THE
ETHNOGRAPHY OF THE CITY
Alicia Weaver

Prerequisites: None
Open to:  All Students
Grading System: Letter 
Max. Enrollment: 15 
Meeting Time: MWTh  12:00 PM – 4:00 PM

An ethnography is a description of social life and
culture based on observations of people doing what they
do in an everyday social setting.  Students will obtain first-
hand experience conducting ethnographic research on
urban culture.  We will read and discuss anthropological/
sociological examples of ethnography and conduct field-
work by studying a subculture in the Birmingham area.
Class time may also be spent exploring the city through
organized tours or there may be guest speakers.  During
the second part of interim, students will spend 15-20
hours per week engaging in participant-observation at
their field site (observing, interviewing, and collecting site
documents).  Students will present their research in a
class forum during the last week.   Evaluation will be
based on class participation, leading a class discussion
on an ethnographic text, power point presentation of
individualized ethnographic research, and submission
of a research portfolio.  
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Theatre Arts

THA 86
THEATRE PERFORMANCE ENSEMBLE:
WINTER REP
Alan Litsey and Matthew Mielke

Prerequisites: Audition or Permission 
of Instructor

Open To:  All Students
Grading System: Grade
Max. Enrollment: As cast
Meeting Time: 40+ hours/week + two 

December meetings; see project 
description

This project is designed to provide an ensemble of
students with the opportunity to produce Our Town and
Marry Me a Little. The company will include
approximately 35 students, serving as actors and
production staff. Cast members, who will also do
technical work, are admitted by audition. Production staff
members are also admitted by permission of the
instructors. Production opportunities include stage
management, costume construction, properties, lighting
and set construction.  December 2007 commitments: two
meetings for all company members. The company will
work 40 hours per week during January 2008 AND AS
NEEDED.  Evaluation will be based on attendance
and promptness to all calls and meetings, attitude, work
ethic and demeanor, outside preparation, and
performance quality. For senior credit, students will be
assigned significant production responsibilities and will
produce a substantial paper evaluating the experience.
NOTE: For more details on The Department policies, see
the Theatre Handbook, located on the Theatre and Dance
Department Homepage of the BSC web site:
http://www.bsc.edu/academics/theatre-dance/index.htm.

“I may not have gone where I intended to go,
but I think I have ended up where I intended 

to be.” – Douglas Adams

ADVANCE NOTICES FOR STUDY-TRAVEL
PROJECTS

2009

ARCHAEOASTRONOMY IN THE MAYA RUINS
OF MEXICO AND GUATEMALA
Scott Dorman and Pete Van Zandt
See description in 2008 General section.

BUENOS AIRES: LATIN AMERICAN CITY THAT
FORESHADOWS ALL OTHERS
Barbara Domcekova and Megan Gibbons
This study-travel will consist of a three week stay in
Argentina. Students will attend Spanish classes in Buenos
Aires and explore the cultural life of this Latin American
metropolis. The project will include travel to the Iguazú
waterfalls and Patagonia. Estimated costs: $3,800.

CORAL REEF ECOLOGY
Andrew Gannon
After 2 weeks at BSC learning about the ecological
processes and organisms that form coral reefs, we will
spend the next 14 days experiencing coral reefs first-hand
at the Institute for Marine Sciences (IMS), in Roatan,
Honduras.  We will interact with dolphins and dive and
snorkel on one of the most beautiful reefs in the world as
we participate in ongoing IMS and BSC reef monitoring
research projects.  This project will be limited to students
who can swim.  SCUBA certification is encouraged but
not required.  Estimated cost:  $2,800.

CLASSICAL AND RENAISSANCE ITALY
Samuel Pezzillo and Michael McInturff
See description in 2008 Classics section

DISCOVERING THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST: A
CITY/NATURE EXPLORATION
Peter Donahue and Larry Brasher
In this course, we will focus on the city/nature relation-
ship that is so vital to the Pacific Northwest.  The course
will have both an environmental and a service-learning
emphasis.  After a brief on-campus orientation, we will fly
to Seattle, one of the most dynamic cities in the country,
where we will spend 7-10 days participating in community
service projects and studying the history, literature, and
present workings of the city.  We will then travel to
Whidbey Island in Puget Sound, where we will stay at the
Whidbey Institute, home of the Chinook Learning Center,
for 5-7 days participating in environmental service proj-
ects and studying the natural history of the region.  We
will then return to Seattle, which will serve as our base for
excursions to additional urban and natural sites, including
Victoria, British Columbia, and the Olympic Rain Forest.
Prerequisite: Good shoes and a raincoat.  This course will
entail a fair amount of city walking and wilderness hiking,
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and the Pacific Northwest‘s rainy season starts in August
and ends in June, which is why it’s always so green
there!  Estimated cost: $2,200.

INTERIM AT SEA
Duane Pontius
See description in 2008 General section

NEW YORK – BOSTON: A VISUAL AND
PERFORMING ART EXPERIENCE
Steve Cole and Kevin Shook
Through this project, students will spend 9 days in New
York and 5 days in Boston immersed in world-class muse-
ums, theatre, architecture, poetry, jazz, and other cultural
experiences.  Evaluation will be based on a formal presen-
tation or a twelve-page paper on a topic predetermined
and approved by the instructors.  For senior project credit,
students must complete additional requirements in their
discipline.  Tentative destinations: The Metropolitan
Museum of Art, Museum of Modern Art, Whitney
Museum of American Art, Guggenheim Museum,
American Museum of Natural History, Broadway Theatres,
Hayden Planetarium, Massachusetts Museum of
Contemporary Art, and Museum of Bad Art. NOTE:
Although any student may participate in this project, it will
also function as an “on-site” extension of the 2008 project
“Virtual New York”.  Please see description in 2008 Art
section. 

THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION IN THE
BRITISH ISLES AND THE HISTORY OF 
EARLY METHODISM
Bishop Robert C. Morgan
This interim travel study will focus on the English
Reformation and early Methodism in England, Wales and
Ireland through the actual words of John Wesley.  It has
been well argued that Wesley’s was the most celebrated
and productive life in the whole of the eighteenth century.
Traveling and preaching the length and breadth of the
British Isles with his hymn-writing brother Charles, it may
fairly be claimed that England was spared the fires of the
French Revolution as the preaching of the Wesley’s took
hold.  Regardless of your religious background one must
recognize that John Wesley has an honored place in the
long parade of Christian leaders; certainly Wesley was the
most traveled individual of his own day, having covered in
all the equivalent of ten times round the world (mostly on
horseback), and preaching no less than 40,000 sermons.
As we travel throughout England, Wales and Ireland, we
will enjoy visiting the traditional popular sites of these
countries. However, our study and reflection will allow
John Wesley to speak for himself, in his clear direct style
through his daily Journal and published Sermon excerpts.
The order of study will be geographical rather than
chronological so we observe Father Wesley against a vari-
ety of regional and sociological backgrounds. In this way
we will be able to see how the man and his age are relat-
ed, and the wideness of his mission is appreciated- for

John Wesley has been a burning and shining light across
three hundred years. At the close of our time in the
British Isles we will travel by rail to Paris for two days.
Estimated cost: $3,300.

SERVICE LEARNING
Kristen Harper and others
There will be three different service learning projects for
January 2009: one local, one national and one internation-
al site.  Officer applications for the Interim in Service
Learning 2009 will be available in February 2008 and par-
ticipant applications (open to rising sophomores, juniors
and seniors) will be available in March 2008 prior to
spring break. All students are encouraged to apply regard-
less of financial ability.  The service learning teams work
together during the Fall 2008 term to raise the necessary
funds so that all team members may participate.

SOUTHEAST ASIA: HISTORY, CULTURE, 
POLITICS AND DEVELOPMENT
Bob Slagter
Project participants will travel to Thailand, Vietnam and
Cambodia to explore Southeast Asian history, culture, pol-
itics and economic development. Cities to be visited
include Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City,
Phnom Penh and Angkor Wat. Prior to departure students
will demonstrate completion of assigned readings and
during the trip will write an analytic journal to be submit-
ted for evaluation. The itinerary may be customized to
accommodate individual student projects including those
for senior credit. The trip will take almost all of Interim
term and much travel will be in areas considered underde-
veloped. Such travel is demanding. Students enrolled in
this project should be physically fit, cooperative, punctual,
able and willing to endure discomfort in pursuit of learn-
ing adventures, tolerant and sensitive regarding cultural
differences, personally resourceful and committed to
developing an understanding of Southeast Asia.

AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN AGRICULTURE
MARKETS: INPUTS, TECHNOLOGY 
AND OUTPUTS.
Kathleen Greer-Rossman and Bert Morrow
Students will visit Italy and the Mississippi Delta to
study agricultural systems in Europe and the United
States. Among the topics that will be explored are
the acquisition of inputs, the use of technology, accessing
distribution channels, vertical integration, labor markets
and product markets. After an on campus orientation, we
will spend about 10 days in Italy where we will visit farms,
processing and distribution facilities and meet with gov-
ernmental authorities. After returning to campus, we will
spend a few days visiting the Mississippi Delta to learn
about American agricultural systems. Students will be
expected to make an oral presentation on a topic of their
choosing that has been approved by the faculty. Grade:
S/U. Estimated cost: $4,000.
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2010

AFTER APARTHEID: SOUTH AFRICA
Sandra Sprayberry and David Smith
What better place to study human rights issues than in
South Africa?  Traveling to Cape Town and Johannesburg
and their townships, we will study what Nelson Mandela
called the “long walk to freedom” from apartheid, and, in
particular, the reconciliation efforts afterwards and the
current state of affairs in South Africa.   Our focus will be
on this very serious topic, with on-site lectures and expe-
riential learning, such as home stays and service projects.
We will also have some recreation/reflection time at
beaches and on safari in Kruger National Park.  Cape
Town will be the site of the June 2010 World Cup, so
explore this interesting multicultural city before it
becomes overrun with tourists.  Interested students
should see Drs. Sprayberry and Smith as soon as 
possible. 

THE FOOTSTEPS OF JESUS IN GALILEE
Bishop Robert Morgan
Our students will travel to Galilee in Israel. Noted author
and archaeologist Charles Page II will augment the teach-
ing of Bishop Robert Morgan. Morgan and Page will teach
on Jesus’ life, ministry and teaching in the Galilee.  Our
classroom will be in the open air along the shore of Sea
of Galilee. Two or three days of our interim will be spent
participating in an archaeological dig at Capernaum,
Jesus’ adult home. 
NOTE: This project will occur only if the U.S. State Dept.
lifts its Travel Warning to Israel by January 1, 2010. See
http://travel.state.gov for details. If the Travel Warning is
still in effect at that time, Bishop Morgan will offer an
alternative travel study project: The Footsteps of  Paul in
Greece and Italy.
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Indices

Index of 2008 First-Year I-Y Foundations Projects

Abraham Lincoln:  A Life and Legend (Hubbs) Page 25
Chance: Probability and Statistics in the News (Eddings) Page 26
Charmed: Witches and Witchcraft in American Literature and Culture (Clevenger) Page 17 
Energy and the Environment (Rupright) Page 30
Music and Science Fiction (Cook) Page 28
Philosophy and Film (Myers) Page 30
Self-Portraiture With Collage (Spivey) Page 11 

Index of 2008 Study-Travel Projects

Archaeoastronomy in the Maya Ruins of Mexico and Guatemala (Dorman and Van Zandt) Page 19
A Tale of Two Cities (Smith, T. and Spies) Page 12
Classical and Renaissance Italy: The Major Cities and Places in Between (McInturff and Pezzillo) Page 15,18
Costa Rica: Sustainability, Spirituality, Service Page  20
Exploring the Galapagos Islands (Domcekova and Gibbons) Page 12
Interim at Sea (Pontius) Page 21
Literary and Literal Ireland (Sprayberry) Page 19
Performing Arts Study at the Accademia dell’Arte, Arezzeo, Italy (Leary-Warsaw) Page 22
Service-Learning in India (Andersen and Doughton) Page 24
Service Learning in San Francisco (Goodrick and Harper) Page 24
Volunteer in Guatemala (Gawronski) Page 31

Index of 2008 Designated Service-learning projects

Service-Learning in India (Andersen and Doughton) Page 24
Service Learning in San Francisco (Goodrick and Harper) Page 24
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Below is an example of a card filled out by a sophomore who wants to take Interim project EH 31 for S/U.

Action Department Code Interim Number   Project Number Some courses
allow for S/U
option. 
To select S/U,
enter ‘Y’.

R EH 31 Y299 (Sophomore)

How To Fill Out The Interim Registration Form
• First-year students fill out the 199 line, sophomores the 299 line, and juniors the 399 line listed in the column “Interim

Number.” Juniors completing the senior project during the junior Interim should fill out the 499 line.  Seniors fill out the 499
line if completing their senior project during the senior Interim; if the senior project was completed during the junior Interim,
seniors should fill out the 399 line.  Thus, 499 is ONLY for Senior Projects!

• In the column “Action Code,” write “R” for register.
• In the column “Department Code,” write the two- or three-letter course prefix.
• In the column “Project Number,” write the project number of the Interim project you have chosen. 

(Consult the Bulletin for this information.)
• Only complete the final column if the project you have chosen is listed as “Option.” (If the project is listed as “S/U” or “Letter

Grade,” leave this space blank.) If you have the option to choose S/U or a letter grade, answer “Y” if you want to take the
project S/U and “N” if you want to take it for a letter grade.

• Have the Interim project supervisor and your faculty advisor sign the card in the appropriate spaces.

Interested in individualized study or an internship during Interim?
Investigate an independent study contract at

www.bsc.edu/academics/special/interim_contract/index.htm
Interim contracts are due Tuesday, October 9, 2007.

Contact Elizabeth Blum 
Director of Interim and Contract Learning

at 205-226-4647 or eblum@bsc.edu for details.







Interim 2008

BSC
Birmingham-Southern College




